KEN ROMMEL
FIRST INTERVIEW
Junel4,2001

NOTE BDG

Prior to doing thisinterview | had no experience with the process - tape recorders, mikes,
placement etc. | smply thoughtit was a goodideato do thisinterview. So, with respect to
qudity, it was donepooily and as aresult thetranscription and editing was difficult. So, please
forgive any errors onmy part.

| discovered that face-to-face, verbd communicationsare consderably different from written
communication. This discovery came from my attempt to transcribe these interview tapes. Part
of verbd in person communicationscongsts of facial expressions bodylanguaye such asleaning
forward in ones char for emphasis. Eye movements, head shaking and thelike al hdp the
person communicate and noneof them are trangmitted into thewritten word. Tone laughr,
mock accents, anger and a hog of other gestures all add to the message and noneare tranderable
to print.

In addition theinterviewer hdpsby his own bodylanguage back to the storyteller, so much so
tha theteller sometimes sees no need to finish a sentence because the listener Bobviousto the
storyteller, QyetsitQ so the storyteller smply stops and moves on to the next point. Naturally the
laughter and emotionis absent in thewritten form as well. When Ken tells me of theinddent
following thefierce batle where hereturnsto therear and a 12 man tent set up with cots and
individud duffel bagsto accommodée his groupand heistheony onethere! It broughttearsto
my eyesEs till does,

S0, taping an interview and then transcribingit, | learned, has awhole set of problems. | now
have a better appreciationfor historianswho seem to do many interviews and then write about
them. They lift many quotes naturally, butin thefind andyss, they write aboutthdr interviews.
In thisonel wanted Ken to come through

DAN GILLCRIST (DG): 1Gn interviewing my friend, Ken Rommel andtoday is June
14" 2001 Wele doingit here where we both live in SantaFe. This hgppensto bemy office,
and we®e going to attempt to do sequentially as many questionsas we can get through and we
may bejumping around,butwed get back to each one Okay. My first questionis you had
resisted doing thisinterview when we talked aboutit afew monthsago. What changed your
mind? Do youremember?

KEN ROMMEL (KR): My brother was killed in World War 11. He was an Army Captain
onan intelligence mission. He®@ been put orto Leyte by a submearing and hewas killed before
heleft. Andl wastryingto piece togeher hislife fromthetime heleft the submarine until when
hegotkilled. And]I realized tha there were tremendousggpsat tha time and trying to putall



this stuff together it took me -- you know, back in 1972they had atremendousfire at therecords
center in St. Louis. And my recordshad been destroyed, and then | foundout tha hiswere
destroyed too. Senaor Demenici used hisinfluence to try to get them to condud a search. They
never respondel to my requests, and | find outfrom them that his recordsalso had been
destroyed and | guess my name and many, many others were in thea phasection tha took the
worst of thefire. My daughter has been onmy case for alongtime to put something down, and
since you offered | though it was area oppatunity to get some of this stuff down.

DG: A friend of mine- a Green Beret - said, QVell, maybe he doesn®want to talk
aboutit.O

KR: Waédll, | have no problemstalking aboutit, and | know that jug from wha has
happened, | knowtha my mind has blotted outalot of thingstha happened to me when | wasin
comba. And| don®think some of those thingswill ever come back, and maybe as we goon
throughthisthing| can point out certain ingances where it jus has been blocked out But what
isleft, to thebest of my recollection, | have no problem talking about | mightwithhdd afew
things

DG: | thoughtl @ start sequentialy. Youwent inthe Army. Thiswas during World
War I1-- did you get drafted or did you volunteer and then, wha city wastha in?

KR: Okay, it wasin Philaddphia, and| -- they had a category called voluntary
indudion. | had jug turned 17 when the Japsbonbed Pearl Harbor, and | wanted to get into the
service right away, and the only service that took 17-year-oldswas the Navy. However, anyone
unde 21 had to have parental consent to gointo the service. So | immediately started to put
pressure on my mother to give me peamission to quit high schooland go into the Navy. And she
wouldn®doit, but shedid make a deal with methat if | stayed until | was 18, and then she
would give me her permission, which you needed. And so on November the 7" | turned 18, and
tha wasin 1942 ,and | wentto he rightaway with the pgoers, and she said, Well, could you wait
until Christmas? And then, youknow, | said, Yesh, tha@ okay. So | waited untl Christmas and
then on Dec 28", you know, after Christmas my best friend, Bob Hunter and | went down and
signed upto gointo the service, and we were called Januay 19",

DG: Youobvioudy intended to gointo the Army. Wha madeyou choos that?

KR: | wasgoingto gointo theNavy only because it was the only onewith the
exceptionat 17. Butthen at 181 wanted to gointo the Army because my father had been in the
Army, andthen | had certain ties tha -- onewas my neghbor, aguy named Mr. Alcorn, wholl
had atremendousrespect for and hewas an old World War | guywho | knew and he had a cache
in his basement of all kindsof stuff Bmachinegunsand all kindsof stuff liketha. Yeah, hewas
civic minded and he even organized the Civil Defense Corps and they put Alcorn, my neghbor
in charge, and they gave him therank of colond, and so | immediately joined tha and | was, as |
say, 17 or 16, rightin there, because | think tha that was organized, actudly, jus before the
Pearl Harbor attack. But it was interesting because he taughtme close order drill. We had white
hedmets and armbands | remember once there was an air raid and we had to make sure
everybodywasin the shdter and thingslike tha. Then hetaughtus of course, howto drill and
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also taughtusclose order drill. Commandsand, you know when you do column left and column
rightandrightflank, left flank. They all have to begin onthe particular foot Othewise, you
screw thewhole thing up, and this was something goodto know because there would be spaces
and intervals between the commands But, anyway, we were called Januay the 19" 1943and
went to theindudion center at Indian Town Gap in Penngylvania, and it took two or three days
of processing. We got puton atrain and then we went down in Camp Gordon, Georgia, and my
first ouffit was the 798" Military Police Battalion ZI, and the ZI meant Zone Interior. Andwhat
we were suppo®d to betrained for was when the Army in Europe- andit pertained mogly to
Europe-- when the Army would movethroughareas and captured them, and then we were to
follow throughand set up order for the civilian government -- the military govenment that was
goingto take over.

DG: Oh,youdidn®choosit. They jug picked you?

KR: Tha@right Yeah, nochoice. Tha was Basic Infantry training. It was aregular
infantry training. But we were designaed as an MPCI batalion. And so after | went through
two monthsof training down at Camp Gordon, Georgia, which is now Fort Benning, Georgia,
and which is now the headquaters for the military police for thewhole shebang. But whilewe
were there, righttowards theend, JohnL. Lewis, who was the president of the CIO, which was
at tha time a hugeunion.

Regrettably there is a gap of lost tape here. Ken was
referring to the strike called by the unions which was widely
perceived as quite unpatriotic and which m ade FDR furious. It
was at this time that the US government as | recall stepped in
and somehow nationalized things to prevent the strike.

The beginning of the next topic b very disappointing - was
also missed. Ken told me that their first assignment was t 0go
to the Port of Norfolk to meet a shipload of German prisoners
captured in North Africa. They were the German General Edwin
RommelOs troops B The Africa Corps. Ken and the MPs loaded them
all on a train and headed west. He described the arrangements on
the train. The MPs slept in Pullman sleeper cars and the German
prisoners sat up in regular day train seats. There was an MP
with a billy club at each car door, another one with a Thompson
between each car. The prisoners would raise their hand if they
needed to go to the head (restroom). Whenever the train stopped,
the MPs would stand along the sides of the cars with weapons and
would mount a machinegun on several car roofs.

KenOs officer approached him once with a strange and funny
request. It seems the p risoners had heard that there was a guard
on the train with the same last name as their revered Africa
Corps general b Edwin Rommel, and they wanted to see this guy!

So Ken was told to get off the train at the next stop, walk to
the first car and then walk the length of the train through all
the prisoner cars. The prisoners were expecting him he was told.



He was surprised when as he entered each car the prisoners
cheered and clapped their hands. He shook lots of hands and some
even wanted to give him their watches! Ken still laughs about
this.
During the lost tape he mentioned getting the sense from
the Germans of wonder at the size of America and how really far
they were away from Germany.
The reintroduction to the interview here involved a train
wide epide mic of diarrhea D no doubt from the kitchen car.

KR: The prisonas went to theguad and then point to where they wanted to go, and then
theguad had to give them permission. Well, you can imagine al these guysthere with diarrhea.
Somehow the Army radioed ahead and -- for us and the medical thing met thetrain in the
middle of the nightand had enoughparegoric to give to theguad force, butnotenough for the
prisones of war. And so at least we had some relief, and then aday or so later we gotfar
enoughto where they had some paregoric and then we passed it throughthewhole train and tha
endad that. Well, thethingis because the Germans couldn®bdieve -- | mean, we were on tha
train for six or seven days, and they couldn®bdieve tha you could ridetha far onatrain and
still bein the same county. And also, as we went throughthe variousareas, they saw all these
military planes -- brand new planes all lined up, and | think they gotther first feeling of why
they were notgaing to win thiswar, because | think this was a total shod to them. When we
pulled into Florence, Arizona latein theday -- | think it was 8:00 or 9:00 o@lock at night -- and
they were putting thefinishing nals onto the prisoner of war camp. Andit wastheonly thingin
Florence a thetime. | mean, tha wasit. It wasaprisona of war camp outin the middle of the
desert abouttwenty-fiveto thirty or forty miles from Tucson.

DG: Wadll, wasit next to the-- did they have asiding there? Or did you have to move
these guysby truck or something?

KR: No. Thetrain pulled rightup --
DG: Okay, sothey jus put thecamp rightontheroute.

N KR: Yeah. But, now, of course, Florenceis, |®n sure, quite a big town. Infact, | think
it@ a big prisontown with several prisonsand state prisons  But at that time, the only thing there
was the German prisona of war camp, and | think tha they realized tha they didn® have too
much of achanceif they tried to escape because -- you know, they were right outthere, twenty-
five miles at least, from the nearest place in themiddle of the desert.

DG: Inthemiddle of thecounty.

KR: Tha@right So after tha we gottransferred, we moved up to Chalotte and we
took over theMP duties there.

DG: Sodidyoujud turn aroundand go back.



KR: Yeah. Wegotoff agan. Andtha wasit. Jug theoneload. Then we gotsentto
Charlotte for atown patrol, so we had MPs town patrol, and tha was where | first made contact
with the parachute troops But the parachute troops were stationed in Camp McCall, which was
aboutatwo-hourbusridefrom Charlotte, and they were also stationed in Fort Bragg. And so
once amonth on payday weekendsthe paratroopeas would come into town, and, of course,
they@ cause alot of problems for us because they were all young,hedlthy, robug guys In
tremendousshgoe, and they wererea soldierly -- | mean, compared to therest of thetroopstha
you saw, these guysreally stoodout. First of al, they had the jump boots on, which was thar
uniqueuniform. They were shined to the T. They were al in great shgpe, and you jug couldn®
hep but respect them as soldiers. Now, | respected them because of theway they hungtogether.
| mean, if youtook on one youtook onawhole bund of them. They hurg togeher like this.
And| had atremendousamountof respect for them. Well, while | was there -- and we did
regular routinetown patrol, a'so went outinto themountinslooking for draft dodges --
deserters more than anything. | wanted to get into thewar because, you know, | was screwing
aroundhere and thewar was goingon, and | wanted to get into thewar. So the easiest thingfor
me to dowas to apply for trander to theinfantry and was tranderred immediately. And| was
sent down to Camp Rucker, Alabama. Andsince | was aready a corpora and already through
infantry basic, | wasimmediately putonthe staff as a cadre, which is an ingructor. Now, this
was a very interesting thing because the Battle of the Bulge had jug hgppened. Up until the
Persian Gulf, probably the greatest secret mass movement of troopsthat had ever been donein
theworld, when the Germans moved thar army very quietly and attacked and created the Battle
of theBulge Weéll, thelosses were subgantial.

Now, at tha time they had two programs going for collegekids and1®n sureit wasin a
way to take care of thericher people who had more influence and thingslike tha, butthey had
the ASTP, which | think was Army Student Training Program, and the Air Force had the Air
Cadds. Now, these programs were for college students tha were of draft age and they could
volunteer for these programs and stay rightin college They gotthar uniform, they gotpad, but
they stayed rightin college They were jug collegeboys Andthey were al up there fat, dumb,
and hgppy, wearing uniforms, beng pad for it, and staying out of ham@way. Well, the Battle
of the Bulge changed that because of thetremendaus casudties tha they had in Europe They
wiped out those programs amog overnight, and so these guyssitting in collegeoneday, fat,
dumb, and hgppy, andthe next day they were ontrooptrainsheading for basic training for the
infantry -- areal short basic training, six weeks. Normal isfourteen or fifteen, sixteen weeks. So
beng cadre down there, having not even completed high school, with afive-word vocabulary,
three of which were swear words all of asudden we were -- and | was typical of therest of the
cadre -- who were notthe best educated people in theworld, but we were goodsoldiers. We
were confronted with these guystha were hogile. Thar morale was absolutely hogile because
they had been thrown out of college, right? Andall of asudden they@e in theinfantry. And|
know | used to teach them map reading and compass work and thingslike tha, and | used to start
out-- because | tell them tha, Of ou know, | don® give a hootwhether you pay any attention to
me or not You can do anything you want, play with yourself, whaever youwant to do; but let
me tell you something, in six weeks you knowwhere 1®n goingto be? 1@®n goingto berighthere
with another grouplike you are. Andyou know where you@e going to be? Y oude goingto be



onatroopship headingfor Europe Andif you pay attention, you jus mightlearn something
tha might keep you alive and at least keep you from getting los.O

And so for themog part | didn®have too much static from them, but some of theguys
realy took alot. Some guysfromthe South. They ridiculed ther accent and stuff liketha. The
best thing that could happen for thewar effort would beif they@ get torpedoed, you know,
because somebody over in Europed not going to have to worry aboutthem because they were
jus lousy soldiers. It wasjud terrible. We had had a hike, for example, we were goingona
sixteen-mile hike. We@ call the company to attention, right face, forward march. Three or four
of them would drop out before we@ even get out of the company area because they had sore feet
or sore toes or sore handsor whaever. | thoudnt, it was such achangefromwha | had observed
with the paratroopasin Charlotte, with jug this esprit de corpsand there was nothing tha would
make those guysdrop out

WEeéll, | putup with this batalionfor a couple of months andthen | putin for atranger to
the parachute troops Andthey tookit immediately and | got sent down to Fort Benning,
Georgia. Now, tha@ where the big jump school was. Matter of fact that was the only jump
school at thetime. Andit was afour-week course. Andthefirst week was all physcal training.
Y ou gotup, youran an hourevery morning, and then you started the heavy stuff, working with
logsand everything pluscalisthenics. They did everything they could to make you drop out
|®n sure thefirst week was designed to make quitters flip. And| remember thethird day of that
training, tha you were so sore when you woke up that you couldn®even get out of bed. Andwe
used to have to hdp each other to get out of bed, to get everything moving. Youjud felt like
you@ been beaten to apulp. Andthen thingsstarted to relax, and by the end of theweek you
were starting to fedl like you were starting to get in shgpe The secondweek was theweek they
lost mogt of the people, and that was because of the 34-foottower. What it was, was you@d get
up to thetop of this 34-foottower, and they put a harness on you, aregular paachute harness,
andit had ahookand a cable, and you would hookit ona cable and then you would jump out
Andyou would drop maybe sixteen or eighteen feet before your connection caughtonto along
cable. Andthen you@ shootdown tha thing and it was worth amillionbudks. | mean, at any
carnival, you know, youd make a fortunewith this thing because it was alot fun. However,
there were a certain number of people who could not take tha step off that 34-foot tower.

Thethird week was the 250foot tower and they had four arms onthem, andthey had a
ring thesize of a parachute, and they would drop thering down, andit was to be connected to a
cable. Andthen whoever was goingto jump would run outand beunde tha ring, andthering
would come down and then a bund of guyswould hookyou up right away to thering. So there
you were standing there with a parachute and thisring and a parachute over you. Then they
would hoist you up 250feet and you jug would be hanging there. And, now, theinteresting part
there was tha hanging onthewind there was always onearm of thetower tha you could notuse
because it would betoo dangeous No matter what they did, there was no way that they could
release you withoutyou going into thetower and tha meant certain injury. Oneof thearms,
depending on the wind was called thedirty arm, and then two of thearms were safe because the
wind was blowing theright way. So, whoever was going to beon thedirty arm, they gave alittle
piece of pgper to. It was like ahdf asheet of toilet pgoer. And hewould say, for example,
nurrber three. And so hehad one two, three, andfour. Four we®e notgoing to use because the
wind was blowing. So they@ get this thing going and they placed all three of you up to thetop.
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Andwhen you gotup to thetop they would say, Number three, now, tha@ thedirty arm.

They@ say, Number three, drop your paper. Then held let thepaper drop. And then they@ say,
Okay, number ong dip to your left, pul therelease, number one Number two, dip to your
right, and pull therelease, number two. And then they@ be watching where tha paper would
blow. Then they@ say, Okay, number three, you@e onthedirty arm. Y ou@e goingto haveto
dip to theright Y ou®e goingto have to sip hard to theright, pull therelease, and nurmber
three. And then hewould climb up because heknew tha if he didn® there was a chance he@ go
damminginto thetower. So tha was very interesting. And,again, at acarnival, if you didn®
g alawsuit, it would beawondeful.

DG: Butthedipping waswhere youwould pull onyour risers? Andyouwould goin
tha direction.

KR: Tha@right You®e ga thetwo left risers, and you pull them. Now, what that
doesisit collapses your chute in tha part, so therest of the chuteis catching more air than wha
you collapsed, and you@d movetha direction. Now, when | jumped | used to collapse both side
of the chute, opposte sides, and tha was to jus make me drop faster, to get away fromthe
people because | knew tha mog of theinjuries occurred were air collisionswith people. So |
alwaystried to come out and popthem. Andthefourth week was the actud jumping out of the
airplane Packing your own chute and jumping. Every day you@ pack our own chute, and then
youwould jump tha day. Therewere four-day jumps And every morning they would critique
thejump theday before. Andthey did thisfor a purpose because it would make youfeel good
because they@ say, yesterday we jumped 800 paratroopes. We had four casudties, two
sprained ankles, a sprained wrist and a broken finger. So youl® beamazed. 1t@really notas bad
as you@ think it would be. Now, sometimes there would be a broken bore.

DG: Butit soundeal like the oddswere pretty good

KR: Yeah, yeah. Andthenthelast day you madeanight jump, they had to doanight
jump. Then youwerefinished, and you gotyourwings and then | went on two weeks furlough.
Then when we came back we had a couple weeks then a comba jump, where we actudly would
run a problem with jumping with the parachutes. And this was wha gave you corfidence
because when you jump in the parachute, thefirst thing you have to dois secure thedrop zong
so that thefirst guysontheground tha@ther jobisto if there®® enemy left thereisto drive
them out and secure thedrop zoneso the next guyscoming in are going to make it. So when you
jump, your first mission, onthe practice, was to clear the drop zoneand moveon to where youQde
suppogd to. Then your missionreversed itself to where you are now defending thejump field --
thedrop zone-- and so you were to try to shootthe next wave comingin.

DG: Wha doyou mean?Why would you want to shootthe next men?

KR: Becausethenext guyscomingin aretheenemy. See, they reversed theroles. We
got blank cartridges, naurally. But this was also a confidence-building thing because as soonas
you tried to get bead on these guys yourealized how hard it was. It wasredly had. Because
first you®@e dropping alot faster than you think you®e dropping and they®e swinging. Andit@
jugt very hard. You knowthe next thing you know they®e on the ground. This gives you alot of
confidence tha you®e not a big sitting dud up there like you would normally think that you



would bewith aparachute. Y ou®e coming down fast and you@e swinging like crazy, and so you
are notagoodtarget. Now, if theenemy would beludcky enoughto get onto adoa of the plane
with an automatic weaponandto track the airplane, then they could -- the casudties could be
high. But once you@e outtha doar, it was noteasy. So this was a confidence-building thing.

DG: Oh. Soyouthinktha was part of the purmpos?

KR: Absolutely, yeah. It was confidence-building thing to show tha -- because this
was always in the back of everybody@ mindtha 1@n goingto beareal sittingtarget. Because
when you®e up there you don®feel any movement at al. | mean, youQe dropping like crazy,
butyou don®fedl it. 1t@ notlike beingin an elevator or -- because you have nothing to relate to.
Andthisisadange, to boot, because you®e up there -- remember if thingsdon®go theway
they®e suppo®d to go, you have to pull thereserved chute. Y ou couldn®ponde it and say,
Well, you know, because by that time you®e on the ground. Because you@e falling fast but you
don®realizeit, and so you fedl tha you@e a sitting dudk up there, and you@e not

Theother interesting thing is when you jump with a parachute; the parachute opensin
frontof you and not aboveyou, because the parachute is actudly opened by theblast of the
propdler. So when yougo outthedoorand youtake a quater-turn towardstherear of the
airplane, and before you get very far, as soonas that static line breaks off, then theblast of the
propdlers popstha chute open and the chute actudly opensup like that.

DG: Soyou(e horizontal for asecond.

KR: Tha@right Tha@wha they call theopeningshot And then youswing down
unde thechute. Andthen thetraining also teaches you howto get togeher when you hit the
ground,because that@ the most important thing is how to get together. Well, right after that
training, thingsare pushed to get into war. They movevery rapidly. We were put ontrooptrains
and we were sent to Fort Ord, in California.

DG: Andthisisfrom Georgiaor some place.

KR: From Fort Benning, Georgia, we went to Fort Worth. Andthereyou get al new
equipment. They took everything away fromus gave usal new equipment, weaponsand
everything. And then we boaded thetroopshipsin San Frandsco, we boaded a brand-new
APA, and| think it was Army Personnéd Attack Ship. It wasasmall trooptrangport, andthe
name of my ship was the Ocanto, and | often wondered wha happened to tha. But, anyway,
there was asister ship. Thiswas back in the days when they were turning outa ship aday, if you
could imagine But, anyway, we left with two ships, 800 paratroopes.

DG: Wastha aunit or wasthat jus abund of paratrogpers?

KR: Jug abund of paratroopes. We were all replacements. We were notin a unit or
anything like tha.

KR: Wewere destined for the same places. It did notwork outtha way. But we were
destined, initialy.

8



DG: Howlonghad youbeen inthe Army by thistime?

KR:  Okay, 1@ been inthe Army aboutayear and a haf. Thiswould have beenin
about September of @4

DG: Didthey giveyouany time off?

KR: Jud onenight Onenightwe were allowed to gointo San Frandsco.

DG: Wha did youcall that?

KR: A furloughisan extended leave. A passwas one two or three days, or whaever
they gaveyou. Butwe had oneovernight pass. Andtha was interesting because at tha time the
Woman@ Christian Temperance Union were really big and really powerful. Andthey were
stationed in every bar in San Frandsco tha would have any servicemen at al. Now, | don®

know whether they were in every bar, and they could very well have been in every bar in San
Frandsco.

DG: They were at every ba you went to.

KR: Every bar | went to.

DG: Andwould they jug harassyou?

KR:  No. Youd order abeer and they@ be behind youlike this and they@ goto the
batende . . . and youdidn®get served. You didn® get served. They approved and disapproved
of youandthey@ goliketha. Andtha wastheend of that.

DG: Onwha basisdoyouthink that they were makingtha judgnent? Y ouwere nice
and too clean-cut or something?

KR: No,itwaswhowasunde 21

KR:  See, youhad to be21to drink, and the WCTU, which was againg drinking, yeah.
| mean, there wasn®anything they could do over 21.

DG: Soif some old sergeant walks in and they@ just --

KR: Oh,yesh, then tha@ befine Yesh, but if youlooked unde 21, they would just
go like that and ther influence was strongenoughtha even in wartime the bars were afraid to go
agang them.

DG: Andyouwere 20, probably.



KR: I wasabout20, maybe19. Anyway, so we boaded thetroopshipsand we |eft
unde the Golden Gate, but after about an hou theships separated, and we didn®see the other
ship agan until we were pullinginto New Guinea. And the shipsran unescorted.

DG: All theway to New Guinea, and you didn®stopin Pearl or anything?
KR: No, straightto New Guinea.
DG: Wow. Tha@howlong?

KR: | bdieveitwasfor 18,20 days, something like tha. TheNavy went onaert
every morning at dawn. | guess 5:00 is when they soundel the alert, and they manned all the
guns and at night they did thesame thing. And they would man all the gunsand the ship would
beonadert for acertain period of time. | guessit was themod likely time for an attack.

DG: Itwasn®jug apractice.

KR: Oh, no. No. Now, they did have practice, because even basically 1@n sure they
were new troops new Navy guys too. Some of the officers, maybe, hadn® oneor two tripsand
maybenot | don®know. Because theway they expanded everything and theway they were
putting out these ships, | guess, you know, oneday you@e thelowest guy and the next day
you(@e the captain or something. But we never saw anything until we got close to New Guinea
and we saw thefirst PBY. Andal of asudden they went on alert, and then the PBY camein and
started to flash, and then they flashed back. Andtha@® where we gotthefirst cluetha we were
close to where we were going, but we didn® knowwhere we were going. And we pulled into
OraBay in New Guinea. | don®think youdl be able to find it on themap Dit& very close to
Buna there was a big batle at Buna And there was a big batle there between the Americans
andthe Audraliansagang the Japanese. And it was kind of theturning point of who was going
to control New Guinea. They were afraid tha if the Japanese droppeal a freaking bomb on New
Guines, the next thing was going to be Audralia. Andfromwha Qe read, the strategic plans
were that we were willing to give haf of Augralia because we weren®sure tha we were
prepared to defend the entire hdf. Tha@® howfar we were prepared to give if thingsdid not
work theway they did.

DG: Wastha hdf thenorthern hadf of Audralia? Because tha@ the closest hdf to
Indonesiaand all the other.

KR: | would guessit would be, butI@®n notsure. But | do knowthat they had an
imaginary linetha was drawn, | guess, whichever way they thoughttha they could defend
Audraiatha was goingto bethar last ditch. Now, however, because of several Navy victories
in the meantime, tha became academic and nat. But, anyway, while we were in New Guinea -
we were jungde training and then reported to the troop ship again and we were heading for the
Philippines. Now, thisis where thething changed.

They were fighting in the Philippines at thetime. In fact, it was a big batle gang on, and
they invaded Leyte aboutthe same time that we arrived in New Guinea, and tha was -- maybe
was theinitial invasion of the Philipines.
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On theway up, we were -- 8000of us puton shore -- we were destined to goto the 11™
Airbome Division. The 11" Airbome Division at thetime was fighting on Leyte andthey had
oneParachute Infantry Regiment, and that was the 511", Thetwo other regiments of the
division were airbomeregiments, which meansthey used gliders. But they had onejumping
regiment, and we were all jumpers. However, when we approached the coast of Leyte, the 5037,
which was my ouffit later -- the 503¢ parachute infantry regimental combat team had just
finished fighting on Menduro and had been alerted for a coming jump, and they didn®know
where thejump was going to be, butthey had been placed onalert. Thecommanding officer,
Carl Jones, immediately started to negotiate to get part of this 800grouptha he heard about
because he needed men. Because they had jus been fighting on Mendur and had taken some
casudties, and heknew whaever was coming ontha it was goingto beabig deal. Andso
appaently he prevailed because we were additiondly all assigned to goto General Swain, who
was the Commanding Genera of the 11" AirbomeDivision. But Colond Jones appaently
prevailed and aboutten of uswere then pealed off and we went to Menduro and were assigned to
the 503d. Now, we were acombat team. They called it the503% Regimental Combat Team
because we had aregiment of infantry, a batalion of artillery, and a company of engineers, and
we were designal to movefast and hit hard. In other words get in and get out We had alot of
assault weapons but we were not equipped to sugain ourselves over alengthy period of time.
We didn®have vehicles, we didn®have field kitchens, we didn®have any of tha stuff. We
were an assault group and tha was our whole purpose.

DG: Everybodywasafighter, in other words--
KR: Yes
DG: Ingead of setting up tents and stuff.

KR: Tha®right Everybodywascomba. Well, right after | joined the503¢, we got
aerted to jump onto Corregidar?

KR: Didn®knowreally wha Corregidorwas untl they started to brief us but, yeah,
we were derted for ajump, and al of asudden we knew it was Corregidor. Now, thisiswhere
| Qe said tha some of thethingshave been blotted out, and | think back on thereason that some
of this stuff was blotted outbecause | was never with any particular groupduring this period for
any length of time, because as soonas | joined the503¢, they putmein at aregimental
headquaters and headquaters company demolition section. Now, | was not demolition trained.
However, when you need a body,you need abody. Andso | was sentto fill avacancy. We only
had aweek or so training before we were actudly aerted for thejump and we were going to go
outthenext day because the planes started to arrive tha night Andwe had an airfield there,
which we had secured and the Jolly Rogers was the grouptha flew us and they started to arrive
late in the afternoon. They didn®want them before that because they didn®want to tip the
Japanese off to ajump because a parachute regiment sitting anyplace is a condant threat to the
enemy. Because no matter what they plan on, tha parachute regiment sitting somewheeisa
bubbk because they know that they have to always plan tha this thing may bedroppel in ontop
of them. So it@ disconcerting to have an airport out there sitting anyplace anywhere near you,
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and even more so when the planes arrive. Because then they know that something®going to
happen.

DG: Youwere on Menduro at this point? And whereisthat relative to Luzon?

KR: Luzonisthemainisland of the Philippines, andit@in the noithern end of the
Philippines.

DG: Tha®wheeManilais.

KR: Tha@right Andthen Manilaisoneof thefew despwater portsin the
Philippines, and a degpwater port meaning notonly doesit have deep water, butit had facilities
to unload ships It had dodks and stuff like tha.

DG: Andyourisdand BMenduro - was south of tha?

KR: South of tha. And we were abouta 50-minute flight from Menduro to Corregidor.
DG: Tha@ pretty clos.

KR: Fairly close. Tha@right

DG: Because at some point we want to talk aboutthe C-47,isthat the plane?

KR: Tha@right A C-47waswha werode We were alerted for thejump and | was
pat of this demolition section. Well, they gave me, since | was acorpora; | had two teams --
two two-man teams. We had a flame-thrower and a bazookaand me, and we were trained to
take pillboxes. Tha@ wha ourtraining was that we were doing every day for a couple weeks.
And thetheory being that the pillboxis athorn in somebody®butt, and therefore has to betaken.
So then they would call usand then we would try to get as close as we could to the pillbox and
where our bazookacould get a decent shot at the dot.

DG: Would shootat the dlots? Could the bazookago throughthe conaete?

KR: Waéll theconaete pillbox, youwould shootat thesot. But, you know, you®de not
that good. 1t@ notlike a sniper rifle. But we weretrained to take machine gunsoutor anything
like tha, anything where an explosve roundwould do damage because bullets are only going to
dodamageif you can shootat somebody. Andwhere an explosve round if youcan get it close
enoughin, like agrenade. 1t@indiscriminae; it take anything outtha@ aroundit. So the
theory was tha thebazookawould fire two or three high explosve rounds and these were shgpe
charged, by theway, which a bazookaroundis designed for which would mean that all of the
explosves went forward. You could be standing right next to awall tha was hit with a bazooka
round,and thetail of the bazookaroundwould drop down. Y ouwouldn®be harmed, butall the
force would gointo whatever it hit. Tha@thetheory. Then after the bazookawould fire -- now,
while they@e firing thar oneor two, three, whatever you decide, then theflame-thrower team
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and | wereto then be creeping up onto the pill box with thetheory that thebazookais making
these people keep their headsdownEyou know distracted.

Then when we would signd the bazooka hewould fire a smokeroundat the pillbox, and
as soon as the smoke roundhit, then the flame-thrower team would go up and [whoos$ sound]
into the opening, and then | would theoretically run aroundand shootanybodytha came out
1t& like it@ supposd to work, you know. [t& likethe footbdl plays, you know. But,
unfortunaely, everybody doesn®do what they®e suppo®d to do, but tha was the theory.

Now, when we gotalerted for the jump, they broke our outfit down because we were
demolitionsand we were an assault team, and they split usup with three batalions with the
three jumping batalions infantry batalions First Battalion, Second Battalion, and the Fifth
Battalion. Butthestrategy on Corregidor was tha there were goingto bethree jumps On D-
day thefirst jump was going to beat approximately 8:30in themorning. The 3™ battalion was
designaed for tha jump. Thesecondjump was gaingto beat 1:30in theafternoon The second
batalion was designaed for tha jump. Andthen thethird jump was going to bethefollowing
morning, which would have been the 17" of February, and that was going to bethe 1% batalion.
So 3 2™ 1% were going to jump, and in that order.

DG: How manyisabataion?
KR:  About900.
DG: Sothere were 900jumpes tha were going?

KR: Yeah. Inredity after thefirst day we putabout2,000jumpesonthe Rock. But
tha wasthetheory. Then we had broken up and we were assignald to whaever batalionwe
were going to work with, and it turned outthat | was assigned to the 2™ batalion. Now, as soon
as we got assigned to the 2™ battalion, then all we did was find roomin whatever airplane had
room, andyouwere shoval in. So | never had any unit cohesiveness.

DG: Youdidn®know any of these people.

KR: Didn®know any of theguysor anything like that. | was new to theregiment, |
was new to demolitions and | was new to the 2™ battalion. So | gotshoved in an airplanethe
same as everybody. But | wastheonly oneof minein theaircraft. Now, we were jumping
seven- and eight-man sticks, and | was numbe six in the second stick tha was a seven-man
stick. Theplanesnomally were jumped 18to 25,30 men, a the mog.

DG: Sothemaximum number of jumpersonaC-47isabout30.
>>>>

KR:  Andtha would bethe maximumand tha would be along jump zone Well, at
Corregidor we didn@ have any longjump zones, so we only had two jump zones. Onewas a
small golf course, and the other onewas the old infantry parade ground

DG: Andtha wasbecauseit was anarow idand.
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KR: Tha@right Theisland wastwo and ahdf mileslong. It was amile wideat its
widest point, and it was shaped like atadpole, with a big head at oneend that had about600feet
of elevation and then came down to abeach part. Then there was asmall hill called Melinda
Hill, which gotalot of publicity because of thewar and that® where Douglas Macarthur@
headquaterswere. Andthen it went down into atail and down ontha end there was a small
landing strip for very small planes, but tha was basically how theisland was set up.

Now, theidand itself was afortress. It had been afortressfor years. They called it the
Gibraltar of thePacific. AsGibraltar protected the entrance to the Mediterranean, Corregidor
protected the entrance to the Manila harbor. Whoever controlled Corregidor controlled Manila
harbor, and if you could not use the harbor then Manilawas of novalue So youhad to ge
Corregidor, in order to bring in big ships so tha they could prepare for theinvasion of Japan. So
strategically, it was built with big coastal artillery onit. It had all kindsof conaete bunkes.

DG: SotheThird Battalionjumped first?

KR:  They jumped first.

DG: Andthen youjumped at 1:00 0@lodk in theafternoon.

KR: Tha@right 12:30in theafternoon Now, the shott string of guysworked in our
favor and a'so worked agang usbecause we obvioudy would take three times as longto putour
people ontheground.

DG: Becauseyoudid tha racetrack?

KR: Tha@rightbecause thecircle could only putout seven or eight at the mog.

DG: Only because youwere flying acrosstheidand and it was really narrow.

KR: Tha@right Andalso avery shott -- small jump field. Our jump field was very
small. Therod, itself, as aresult of pre-invasion artillery, the bombing, the strafing, the batle
tha went before ushad been formed when we log Corregidor. There was no really goodjump
field. AndI read recently, when we anticipaed a casudty for thejump of 20to 50 percent, and
they deemed tha to be acceptable.

DG: Youmean asaresult of thejump, not shot?

KR: No. Thiswasjug ajump. Thisiswha they predicted.

DG: Tha soundslike ahugenumber. Wha would betypical, or isthere such athing?

KR: Wadll, | don®know. Now, this didn® hagppen, butthis is wha they were prepared
for. Theinitial estimate was tha we would lose about 20 percent of thejumpe's, and tha was

because of the conditionsof theidanditself. If you can imagineall the conaete andthe jagged
trees, everything that was left over from bombing. And then 50 percent was the high figure now
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theonly thing aboutthose estimates were tha they made the estimates based on Army
intelligence information that there were only 300 Japsup ontheidand.

DG: Three hunded.

KR: Threehunded. They had several -- there were old prisonea's of war who had
escaped Corregidor, before we jJumped, onwork details, and they had said tha there were only
300Japsonthefield. Now, what the Army intelligence did was then multiply tha by three, just
as a safety factor, and figured themax on Corregidor was 900. So we were gang to drop 3,000
paratroopes, and we had a battalion of infantry in the 34" infantry tha was going to invadethe
beach pat by boa tha | was talking about

KR:  Andtheprindple theory behind this was we were going to dividetheidand. All
the Japsthat were onthetail end of theisland were going to be cut off and couldn®get upto the
top, and likewise the ones at thetop were gaing to be cut off too - tha was the prindple behind
thething. When we flew over, there was abouta 30-mile an hou groundwind, which was
nomally way beyondthelimits of any jump. Any practice jump would have been canceled. |
was numbe six in thesecond string, and right before we jumped, the guy next to me, who was
number seven and also was part of this group asked me, hesaid, Would you mind changing
places with me? Andl said no.

DG: Canl ask youaquestion?If you@e a stick, isit fair to say tha thefirst guy out
and thelast guy outare gang to be sort of margind with respect to how they land on this
paticular zone? Because thelast guy out is goingto be more apt to swinginto thejungle or
rocks or something tha@ notin the zoneg or land out of thezone Isthé fair to say?

KR: Wadll, tha would betruefor first or last.
DG: Right So thisguysays, Would youtradefor me or for last place?
KR: Yeah.

DG: Didhetell youwhy or did you ask him?

KR: No, butl don®remember anymore. Tha® oneof thethings butl remember
saying, Well, | was bom onthe 7", seven® always been my lucky nunber, and tha® a seven
dot, and | thought yesh, tha® okay. So wejus changed. So now| was thelast guy onthat
paticular stick. Now, when a stick goes out, by the way, thelast guy outisthefirst guyonthe
ground.

DG: Wsdl, howistha?

KR:  Becausetheplane when it comesin for jumping, the planeliftsitstail so thet
when you jump out you don®hit thetail. So theplaneisactudly onadightdownward path. So
thelast guy outis actudly jumping lower than thefirst guy --

DG: Actudly hitsthegroundfirst?
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KR: Hittingthedrop zoneis difficult. Because wha hgppensisthat thefirst plane
over hasadummy, andthey look at thewhole thing and they get evaluation and they pick agod
point down ontha ground. Andthen they throw thedummy out It has a parachute onit. And
then they countand they watch and see where tha thing lands and then they make an estimate,
so then they putthdr thing outto the airplanes right away, Okay, there@ god points plusten.

DG: Meaningyardsor something?
KR: No, count Onetwo-three--
DG: Oh, count time.

KR: Yeah. Sothisisnotaprecisething, but, youknow. .. so we were jumpingina
highwind, and | wasin number seven, andto my knowledgel was theonly guy out of tha
airplanetha landed onthetopsde Therest of them landed on the sides, which was the worst
place to land.

DG: Youmeanoncliffs?

KR: Yeah, cliffsand down in thevalleys andravines, and | landed righton theedgeof
thetopsde Andl had to dip like crazy because as soonas| gotout | looked and | thought
Man, and | pulled adip like tha. Now, we jumped at between four andfive hunded feet. We
had oneof thelowest combat jumpson record. And | till dipped like crazy to g over andland
rightonthetop. Sol think thefirst two sticks notonly did notland ontop, butthey had agood
chance of beng serioudy hurt or killed because the sides are wha the Japanese controlled. We
controlled thetop because of the pre-invasion shdling, the Army, and also the strafing. When
we went outthey were still strafing. You could look right out and see the airplanes, and they
were strafing and diving, keeping the Japs off thetop of theidland.

DG: Sothey had achance of killing themselves, hurting themselves, and then landing
rightin the middle of abund of Japanese. Jesud

KR: Tha@right Tha@right Or ther aternative woud beto dip and gointo the
ocean, and tha would probably bethe second alternaive because at least we had PT boas out
there and destroyers and thingslike that, that would make an effort to pick anybodyup tha went
into thewater. Butif youlanded onthesides, youwere in serioustrouble, really serioustrouble.
Now, when | landed -- again, see, 1@n al by myself because 1@n nat part of thisgroup So al |
dois| have an assembling point where | had to goto, and my assembling point hgppened to be
theleft end of theold Mile Longbarracks. Tha@where we were suppo®d to meet. Now, there
was another thing that screwed usup. Well, that planetha had the demolition guysiniit,
developal enginetrouble. Andthey baled out over Bataan and log all thar equipment. They
log thear flamethrowers, bazookss, etc., and they threw it al outthe doorbecause the planewas
struggling, andfindly thelieutenant said, Get usover some land here and wed jump out And
so they got outover Bataan. So they didn® even make it to Corregidor until late in the afternoon
of thenext day.
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DG: Anddidn®have any equipment, either.

KR: Yeah, noequipment. But we had noleadership either because mog of those guys
were with them onthat plane So. . . rightafter | landed, well, thepersontha | saw wasa
troope tha was impded on asteel girder, andit was jud terrible, and alieutenant ran over and
shothim in the head to stop his -- because hewas jus swerving and thingslike that. So tha was
my initial -- thefirst thingtha | recall after | landed. And| was being shotat and| had a
carbine, abrand new carbine and it wouldn®reload. The carbinewas suppo®d to reload after
being shot automatically. | could shootit butit couldn®beloaded, so | had to reload it each
time. So | dor®knowwhether it was bent or something happened on thejump or not because
we jumped all our equipment, and we were theonly -- to my knowledge we were theonly
parachute ouffit in World War Il tha jumped al of its own equipment. If you were a machine
gunne, you went outthe doorwith the machine gun strapped on you. If youwere a60 MM
mortar man, you had themortar. Now, you may have the mortar, your buddyhas the base plate.

DG: Yeah, anothe guy hastheshdls?

KR: Therest have theshdls strapped to thar legs thingslike that, but we jumped
everything. Andit worked because alot of the guys killed Japswhile we were still hangingin
thetrees. Thesoone they@ get to thar weapons where in Europealot of theguystha were
killed hanging off steeples because they couldn®get their weapons Ther weaponswere in
bags But our weaponswere pretty much accessible. We didn®have thebags If youhad a
Thompson machine gun, it was strapped right on you. But my carbinewouldn®fire. 1t would fire
asingle roundonly. But shortly thereafter | saw adead troope with a Thompson submechine
gunand with the case tha carries six clips | gotall thetrainingwith the Thompson, andso |
took my carbineand jud tossed it ove theside and took the Thompson, so | carried the
Thompson for therest of thetime | was on Corregidor. Now, this turned out to be theweapon of
choice on Corregidor because dl of thefightingwas very close. Very close. Andtherewasjus
aminimum amountof hiking. If there@® onebad thing aboutthe Thompson sub machinegun, it®
hard to carry. 1t nota comfortable weaponto carry. 1t3 a heavy weapon. 1t@ not baanced
rightfor carrying. Theammunition® a pan in theneck and your bag of ammunition has six 30-
roundclipsinit. No matter wha you do, there@® no comfortable way tha you can carry it, S0
when you have short distancesto travel, nat alot of hiking, the Thompson submechinegunwas
theweapon of choice in close comba.

Contrary-wise, when we foughton Negros the M-1 rifle, was because there were long
parols upinthemountinsandthejungles, andthe M-1 isalot easier to carry than a Thompson
machinegun. 1t@ baanced well and you can forge that it@ there after awhile, you know, and
thefightingwasn®as close as it was on Corregidor. Anyway, after | landed, | mademy way to
the control point.

DG: Thispoint where you were suppo®d to meet the other people?

KR: Yes
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DG: Butweren®thos other people these thirteen guysthat didn®even land?

KR: No. Theones| was suppogd to meet were wounded. They were the ones tha
were spread out throughoutall the planes.

DG: Oh,yeah. Tha wasjud aspacein theplanetha they hgppened to have for you.
KR:  Yeah, yeah.

DG: Soevenif thos other guyshad hit thetopsde, you®@ have split for the barrack@
corner anyway.

KR: Oh, yeah,yeah. Assoonas| landed, indead of assembling, | had my own
mission. They said regardless of where you land, if you can see anything aboveyou, you®ein
thewrongplace. | climbed to the highest point, and when you get to the highest point you will
see the barracks, because the barracks was abouta quater of amilelong. 1t@ alongbarracks.
They call it themile-longbaracks, but, you know, it wasn® But it was abouta quater of amile
long,andit was the geographical feature, you know, because getting up to where you can see it.
And| did. | had to scramble up because | had landed right ontop, butl hadn®landed on the
sdeseithe. Andsowhen | scrambled up and | saw, | knew which way | was suppo®d to be
heading, | had to be careful because there was till Japsaroundand because the Japs started to
come out of the holes and stuff like that. Well, after | met up with some people and thisis where
| can®remember whowas with me. And let me give you an example. Shortly thereafter we
were sent out because somebody was pinned down and needed a bazooka and we headed to
where we were suppo®d to go and there was arow of buildings which turned outlater to bethe
old NCO housng on Corregidor. And next to therow of buildingswas an alley and then a high
wall. We stoppel at thefirst of those buildings and there were some troopesingdethe
building, and we asked them, Where is the CP, because tha@ where we were suppod to go.
Andthey said, Oh, it@ at the other end of thebuildings Andthey pointed tha way. Well, we
thoughtthefastest way was upthisalley. Youknow, there was all kindsof rubble in these
buildings so we started upthealley. Abouthdfway upthealley there was a paachute -- a spent
parachute hanging down, covering theview fromthere on. Andlike dunmies -- there were three
of us | remember that butl don®remember whowas with me, so 1@e been tryingto find out
who was with me and | -- well, | assume it was a bazookateam because we didn®have any
flamethrowers with us  Like dummies, we went aroundthe parachute and kept right on going.
WEell, a Jap machinegunopened uponus It wasrightat theother end of tha alley. Andwe
dovetoward thebuilding. | thoughtl@ been hit because | felt it hit my rear-end, and having
never been shot before, | didn®know really howit felt to beshot | felt thingshitting my rear-
end, and | doveinto this building and there(3 some troopes in there, too. And | said to theguy,
How bad am | hit? Andhesaid, Where are you hit? And| said my fanny. Andhesaid, oh, no,
you®@e okay. He says, you gothit with chipsof thewall tha were chipped off. Because he could
see the powder marks. But | thoughtl @ been hit in therear.

We gotup to wherever we were suppo®d to go. But we ended at a shel hole with seven
or eightguys and we were pinned down by asniper. And we@ had two or three guyshit, and
we didn@know where the snipe was shooing from. Andthisiswhy | say | haveagg. Oneof
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theguysin that shdl hole who gotkilled, andwho| remembered vividly, was Lieutenant
Benniger. Lieutenant Benniger, it turned out, was my section leader, and | have norecollection
of himat all until hegotkilled. | wasrightnext to him when hegotkilled, butnow, agan,
because of my short stay with the 503% when wefirst arrived, they probably had the officers off
training them differently than us Well, | didn®find outtill recently that he was my section
leader, butthere were heand another lieutenant by the name of Camel, also gotkilled, and what
we did when some of these guysgot hit, we tried the old movie trick of putting tha hdmet up
with a stick, you know, because noneof usknew which way -- Benniger gotit rightthroughhis
head, killed ingantly. But noneof usknew which way hewas facingwhen hega hit. Sowe
tried the old stick on ahdmet, and that didn®work, so we putthe hdmet back on oneof the
dead guysand pudhed him up, and the sniper did not take the bait, so we knew the sniper had to
bevery, very close. So we had a guy by the name of Sergeant Philips and Sergeant Philips saved
theday, and | never knew wha happened to him after that. Andthat was, again, see, it wasn®
my company. Thiswas F Company. C Company was tha company, Benniger was my
lieutenant, but Philipswas yelling back and forth and hetells the bazookaguy, hesays, | think
tha sniper isright down there bdow us He said, Thereis a staircase there, and | think he@ right
at thetop of tha staircase. So hesays, |®n goingto just shootlike hdl, and when | start to shoot
hesays, you get up and fire abazookaround. The sergeant grabbed a BAR, and | tell you, the
guy had cojones thisbig. He said to thebazookaguy, Areyouready? Andhesaid, Y eah, and
he stoodrightup and jug started blasting with this thing, and the bazookafired and, sure enough,
we wiped the sniper out

DG: Andwha wastheevidence of tha? He didn®shootanymore?

KR:  Yesh, yesh. Stoppe firing. Andthen we gotout then because wed been trapped
in tha shdl hole for a period of time. Now, @n not sure how long

DG: Didyouever get to where you were suppo®d to?

KR: Tha waswheewe were suppo®d to be Now, thefirst night we were split upand
| was made part of the perimeter for FOcompany, the perimeter. | know we were rightby the
officer quaters. Andall duringthe night, the Japanese were moving aroundbdow us and they
would start into areas and they would take sticks and they would beat on sticks, and then they
would answver each other with sticks. Andit was very nerve-wracking until we gotused to it
because it soundel like they were al over theplace. Whilethey were on Corregidor, every day,
for aboutten days, was a day of severe action. And | read the other day tha while oneday we
killed over 900Japanese just ononeday. It turned out-- and | don®think anybodyknows the
exact figure -- butit turned out tha the Japanese had over 5,000 troopson there.

DG: Not300.

KR: They had nearly five thousand, and they were Jap Marines, which was the cream
of thecrop of the Japanese defenses. We killed over 5,000 | don®know how many tha we
killed tha nobodywill ever know because we blew up alot of tunnds and caves and thingslike
tha. Every day wasagunbatle. Usudly goingout we had agunbattle, and we usudly had to
fightourway back because every nightwe would withdraw to make a safety perimeter, and we

19
19



had arule ontheidandtha with the exception of the scouts, nobodymoved at night Anybody
who moved at night was theenemy. Now, theonly exception to tha were thetrained scouts tha
would go outto scout an area out, specific area, and get back. But they had a specific time they
had to go out, and a specific place - and a specific time that they had to come back at a specific
place. They couldn® come back early. If they completed ther thing they could not come back
early. They had to come back at a specific time and of course, then, we had passwordsand
thingslike that. But they were the only ones tha moved at night Andwe did the same when we
were on Negros Thepolicy was tha any move at night was the enemy, and we had to doit that
way. So at night we would come back and form a perimeter for security to protect our area.
Now, thiswas goodandit was bad. It was goodbecause we have an easier area to protect. It
was bad because we had to sometimes take the same place over and ove agan two or three
times, which was kind of frugtrating because you@ lose guystrying to take, and then these are,
say, gunbdteriesBDWhedler Battery. Andthen to go back and have to do the same thing again
and replay thesame thing. Now, each time it was alittle bit easier - you knew more aboutit, but,
still, youended up getting guyskilled.

Also, when we went out, because of thetunnd system, the Japs could come back up
behind usand then ambush you when you were coming back in. So you had to fightyour way
outand then fight your way back. And several inddents, oneof which we got outon the end of
athing and we got trapped outthere, and a couple guysgotkilled. Andtheonly way back was
to runacrossthearea, andit was about35or 40 yards Andit was unde Japanese fire, so the
only way to dothiswasone a atime. And so theguyswho were at both endswould thefire and
then give asingle, and oneguy would run and the next guy would run, and youd@ run your butt
off, because you didn®want to get hit and you coud see them, thebullets; they@ boune
around. So theguy in front of me, hetakes off and hegets hdfway in, hegoes down, and so we
thoughthegot hit and we yelled to him, Did you get hit? Andhesaid, No, no. And| said,
Wha@® the matter, and hesays, |@e gat atrick knee. My knee went outonme. So | said, Well,
can you run? He said, No, | can®run. So | took the guy with me and | said, Are you ready?
And hesaid, Yes, andwe yelled ahead and we said, and we®e going to need hdp. So thetwo of
usstarted. Andyou never saw awhite boyrun so fast, you know. Andwe swooped him off fast.
We went, beween thetwo of usand him hobbing, and thethree of usjud charged and we made
it across. And| said, Wha -- and hesaid, Oh, it@ an old footbdl injury. And| said, Wha the
hel?!, how@ you pass your physcal? He said, Well, | didn®tell them aboutit. | thoughtto
myself, Jesus | damn near get killed because this guy® got atrick knee, you know and didndtell
me. Hewasin the paachute troops

DG: Waédl, youwondea how hemadeit throughtraining.

KR: So another place tha we were onand avery interesting story, the Japshad
bonzied apostion; it was hdd by D company onenight, and the next morning we were sent out
to hdp them. Andthere were dead Japs all over the place, and so we didn®want to sit there with
abund of dead Japsbecause, one it didn®take them very longto start to smell because of the
tropics. So we picked them up and threw them over the side, which was abouta 500-footdrop
down off this cliff. After thefirst two or three we started to add little soundeffects, you know.
Aahhhhh! Because we knew the Japswere down there.
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DG: Sotha wasalittle demoralizing to the Japs right?

KR: Yeah. Wefourd recently tha they®e giving tours on Corregidor and where we
were doing this they®e calling it Suicide Point and said that all these Japs committed suicide. |
think | told you I®n going to take a trip back to Corregidorin February, and | can®wait till |
hear that, |®n going to just ook to thetour guy and say, no suicide. We threw them over!

DG: Waell, who@saying? Youmean there@ a park service guy with aha there?

KR:  Yeah, yeah, appaently tourleaders or, you know. Y ou don®know the story so
make up agoodone

KR: All these Japs|@n sure looked like tha because they were all down in somewhat
of apile. Butwe threw them ove thesde Water was a critical thing, so we were attacking
down to a place caled Cheney Ravine, and ontheway down there was a spring where thewater
was coming out of therocks, and the Japanese had set up cansand other thingsto hold water and
so we kicked them over. Andthen ontheway back they had been set up agan, so tha showed
you how close they were, tha you had to be careful, and so we kicked them over agan. Now,
when we kicked them over the secondtime, then -- | dorn® know whether it was a sergeant or
whoever was with us-- buthecharted them. Andthen when we gotup to thetop he handed the
chat over to the mortar teams, and so themortars, during the night, fired harassing firedown in
there, hoping tha they@ catch them trying to get water. Well, the areas where we gottrapped
thenext day had become the same area and thewater canswere up, and we kicked them over
agan and we got down on the beach and then we got trapped on the beach down there.

DG: Someonewas shooingat youfromabovesomewhere?

KR: Waéll, there were these caves that were aboveusthat we couldn®get any fireinto
at al. Wetried to get some bazookafirein there. We couldn®get any fire into them. They
really had usin atrap. We couldn®retreat back up the beach from where we had come. We
couldn®go any further because there were physca obdacles tha we couldn®get around and
theonly thing going for uswas we had some big boulders there that we could at least be behind.
Got several guyskilled there and fortunaely our radiosworked, and so we radioed for the Navy,
and they sent aroundtwo LCVPs. Andtheonestood off with thetwin fiftiesandit jus raked
tha cave. Andevery othe place tha lookel likeit wasfiring. And thesecondonecame
in and droppeal tha doa and we took thedead and thewoundel and everything and then they
putthegae back up, and we gotout of there. Fortunaely, nather oneof the Navy guysgat
killed. Tha didn®turn outthe same way in other situationswhere we had used theNavy, and
some of them gotkilled by comingin too close to try to hdp out, and they got hit by snipers and
some from artillery. But it was uniquebeng on Corregidor because the officers had destroyers
tha could fire point blank suppot for them. Y ou know, how often does an Army have Navy
destroyers standing right there that all you have to dois point out a cave and they putoneright
into the cave for you? So it was goodtha way because the Navy gave fantastic suppot, and the
pilots of the Army Air force and the Navy and Marines rotated.

DG: Andwhere were they taking off from?
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KR:  1Gn surethe Navy planes were probably carrier planes. 1Gn guessing. But by this
time, see, we had enoughairfieldsaroundbecause we had the airfield on Menduro; we had the
oneon Leyte. They wereflyingmissionsevery day from Leyte, even big bomber runs

DG: Wasn®there abiginvasion force coming fromthenorth on Luzon? There was an
area up there where they landad, and then they came toward Manila?

DG: Oh,yeah, right, right Butthere were noairfieldsup there, | mean opeationd.

KR: Wéll, seetha had preceded Corregidor; theinvasion of Luzonwas right before
Corregidor, so they were fighting like crazy up at -- they®e fighting and it probably just about
endeal by thetime tha we took Corregidor. But they had areal bad batle therein Manila,
paticularly. Yeah, andit was Clark Air Force Base -- Clark Airfield, and | think tha was back
in action.

DG: Okay. SotheArmy could have been comingfromnottoofar off.

KR:  Yeah, because they could gofrom Leyte, from Manila. Can we take another
break while | goto thecan?

DG: Oh,yeah, sure. Onequestiontha mog batles youthink about-- you aluded to it
awhile ago - where youwould take real estate and then move and take real estate and youhad a
sen<e of progress. Whereas this you would go outevery day, come back, fight your way out,
fightyourway back, asyou said, so tha | would think tha it would behard to relate what day
you got trapped on thebeach and wha day you went down to theravineand kicked over the
cans Did it all kind of runtogeher?

KR: Tha@right
DG: Hikeseveryday, basicdly.

KR: Youjud remember certain thingsof certain days, but, yeah, for them to get asto
wha day it was or anything like tha -- | do knowtha theday we gat trapped on thebeach and
gotout, was oneof the blackest days tha we had had, section-wise. We were down to next to
nothing. We had log all our flamethrowers by thistime. We had log alot of people because our
sectionswere spread outto thethree different battadions and they had all had avery, very bad
day. Andl remembe wewere al kind of sittingaroundat twilight, and we had thelittle fire
going, and we were eating and we had a lieutenant by the name Blake who was a newspaper
writer. And| remember all of usabout aslow as you could be, and Lieutenant Blake started to
talk and nobodypaying too much attention to him, but he was talking abouthowthingsgo and
how thingsare notfair, and stuff like tha, and hesaid heremembered back in Virginia he said
hehad afriend tha said how unfair thingswere, that he had panted pictures al hislife and he
said tha nobodyever called him an artist. Andhesaid tha jus because | sucked onelittle old
cock, hesaid, everybodycalls me acocksucker. And everybodyjud brokeup andit killed the
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tenson, and then fromthen onit was like busnessasusud. Yeah. And| don®knowhow he
ever came up with the story or any of tha.

DG: Youknow he® jus madeit up, right?

KR: Youknowhemay have, butit just broke thething, because we couldn®have
been any lower. Andall of asudden we jud started to laugh And then another very funnything
wastha - | don®know who thelieutenant was, and | though, thisis great, you know? We were
outon a parol and, you know, you had to go to thebahroom, you had to go to the bahroomand
thingslike that, and we were stuck in theareafor ashort period of time, and hedecides to drop
his pants and take acrap. Andwe were al sitting there and --

DG: He@rightthere?

KR: Oh, he@rightthere, rightin front of usbecause there® no place you can go, you
know, you@e confined, and usudly when you®e in a situaion like this it® because somebodyis
pinned down upin front of you, and you don®know wha® going on and you@e waiting for
somebodyto come back and say, Hey, we need this, do this, dothis. Butin the meantime,
you@e not moving aroundbecause you don®want to get shot Anyway, he@® outthere just
walking and taking adunp, and the biggest blackest snake | Qe ever seen in my life crawled out
from this rock and crawled rightunde him while he@ squating there, see? And we were
watching this because, you know, we don®know wha@® going to happen. And after the snake
gdsfar enoughaway, oneof the guysjug casudly reaches up, picks up his Thompson
submechine gun, and then [sound]and killsthe snake. Well, theofficer, hehad had diarrheaon
top of everything, and then wetold him tha it crawled right unde him while hewas -- while he
was squdting there, you know. Well, nobodywanted to say anything at thetime because we
weren®sure howtha snake or the officer would react - what was going to happen. Whether he
leaped up and the snake, you know, goes -- what we thoughtwas anything there ( In the
Philippines) had the potential of beinglethd. Tha® oneof thefunnythingsthat happened.

Oneof thethingsaboutCorregidoris since it was afort -- aformer coastal artillery fort,
and had all these gunemplacements; it had tonsand tonsof gunpowder stored onit. Andusudly
onthose conaete gunemplacements they had -- they were probably six stories, and onefloar
would bethe shdls, the next floor would bethe powder, and the next floor would bethe shdls.
They separated them like that for some reason. |1@e never been ableto talk to a coastal artillery
guy to knowwhy they did tha.

KR: A terifyingthingwas explosons Mgor explosons Sometimes it would rock
hdf of theidand. Andsometimes it would be nothing more than ashodk. A Japanese would run
into atunnd. We@ fire two or three roundsinto the tunnd, and it would explodebecause God
knows wha you hit inddethere. Or it would start to smoke, and as soonas it started to smoke
then you figured, oh, boy, here it goes, and then [sound]it actudly would burn. Sometimes it
would bum for two or three days.

DG: Andevery timetha hgppened it killed abund of Japanese, probably, right?
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KR:  Oh, hopdully. We don®know wha was in there because we could never seen
into any of them. Butthere was aways a maor exploson. Andto thepoint where | thought -- if
this whole place is going to blow up and just sink, and if | ever get off this steamingisand, 10
beahead of thegame. And amod thelast day the Japanese ddiberately blew off the whole top
of thehill tha they were unde.

DG: Wasn®tha way down onthetail?

KR: Tha wasdown at theother end. Tha wasthefirst bataion. And oneof the
companies was on top of tha knoll when they blew it, and the casudties were jus horrendous
And some of theboulders actudly went out and landed on thedestroyers tha were ahdf amile
off theisland, so tha®, you know, you can imagine a destroyer beng hit by aboulder? So tha®@
how seriousthat was. Also, therewere alot of mines. It wasjug a-- | jud felt thiswhole thing
isjud goingto blow upand sink. And| wanted to get off it beforeit did.

DG: AndIQn sure youwere notaone

KR: Oh, I®n sure, because it was happening al over and, as| say, theslightest thing
could kick it off. Andyoudidn®know, like living next doorto some guy that saves dynanite.
But if youdon®know aboutit, and that® the way these thingswere, because we didn®know
which oneof these gunemplacements were till loaded or what.

DG: Wadl, wha hgppened -- when you guysgotonthos LCVPs, andit tookyou
aroundsomewhere else and dropped you off like within ten minutes or so?

KR:  Wéll, probably notten minutes, but took usover and dropped usoff onthebeach
where they had madetheinitial landing, where the 34" Infantry had comein. By tha timeit was
secure.

DG: Oh, soitwas safe.

KR: Tha wasasecurearea. Yeah. Yeah, we controlled everythipg a that time from
thetop down to beyond BelindaHill. We controlled al tha. We still didn©@control the end of
theidand and thetail. But we controlled everythingin between, and so tha was safe areato
come into.

DG: Butthen youwentrightback, hiked up to thetop agan?

KR: Wentrightback upto thetop because tha® where we were, yeah. Andtha was,
they say, theblack day that we had because not only had we been trapped, butwe gota couple
guyskilled, we gat my sergeant killed, he got hit rightin thethroa with an explosve bulet, and
it was a shame because he went down to ddiberately blow al these tunndsup. Now, hewasa
trained demolition man, you see, | wasn® His name was Sergeant Harley. Andoneof the
thingswhen you®e a demolition person and oneof therulesis you never run away fromyour
explogve. And thereasonyou dor®is because you mighttrip andfall and, you know, so agood
demolition guy knows exactly how longhe has to get away, and hesets hisfuse. He knows he®
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gotten secondsleft, 15 seconds-- whatever heset. So | took Harley and the other guy while we

were coveing, went down into oneof these gunemplacements and set these charges to blow this
up because this onewas a particular pain for usbecause we had taken the darn thing two or three
times.

DG: Andyouwanted to collapseit.

KR: Blowit closed, tha@right And so heset thecharge and he came walking down,
and | thoughtto myself, Man, you know, you@ have to have cojones tha big to get outthere by
yourself to begin with and then to just walk out like it® a Sunday walk in the park. Yeah, after
hegotagooddistance away, when hejug went into akind of jog and came back upto usand
turned aroundand got hit -- asniper hit him rightin thethroat with an explosve bullet. He died
within minutes.

DG: They had explosve bullets?
KR: Yeah. Well, wedid, too. We had bulletstha --
DG: It wasn®jus ahollow-point - it was a bullet that actualy exploded?

KR: | forget how-- whatever it did, butit was an explosive bullet, | guess smilar to an
incendiary. We had different color tips we had . . . | can@remember anymore, onewas red tips
| think they were thetracers. | think we had yellow tips which could have been theexplosve,
butthey were used for different things

DG: Yousadwater was aproblem. When you guysworked your way back every
night, were they droppngfoodin or did they landit.

KR: Oh, yeah. Thefirst couple daysthey re-supplied us by air andthey droppel
water, and this was very frugdrating because sometimes wha they would drop would drift down
to the Japanese. Andthiswas frudrating. Now, there was a water tower on Corregidor, and we
were udgng water from that tower for thefirst coude days and it was terrible tasting. So we had
thehdizon tablets and then we used to throw the stuff in the k-rations you know, anythingto --
because we were thirsty and so thefirst couple of days we weren®getting water. Well, after we
took the beach and secured the beach, then they started to re-supply with water then, and they
drained -- the engineers then drained thetank and sometimes you@e better off if you dor®know
theend of the story because in thetank the Japanese had built an anti-aircraft platform. Well, a
gooddirect hit appaently had landed and so it blew the platform and all the Japsdown into the
water.

DG: Yeah. Andtha was days and days before.

KR: Yes. Soweweredrinking water tha was, youknow . . . andthisis probaly why
| gotsick rightafter | came off Corregidor, which isvery interesting. When | came off
Corregidor it was theinitial impact to me aboutwhat had hgppened because when you go off to
fight, you secure your area, strike all thetents, you pack al yowr bdongingsin aduffel bag all
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labded, and then it@ all secured. Well, before you come back, and they know you@e coming,
then therear base guysset up your camp agan, and they set upthethingjug like it was afull
regiment. So you have the same people who left coming back to anew place.

KR: Tha@right Andthey set upall thetents, so youhave A Company@ tent EB
Company, C Company and all that. When | wentto my tent, | was theonly guy in my tent.

DG: Andit was an eighteen-man thing, right, or something.

KR: Thereweretwelve, | think -- | think there were twelve men tents. And| wasthe
only guy tha wasin tha tent. Andtha waswhen | gotthereal impact aboutwha had happened
to our section because we had taken a severe beating. Now, | don® knowwhether they were --
|®n sure they weren®all dead. 1@n sure some were in the hoital or thingslike tha. Tha®
another thing. They didn® counta casudty unless you were dead or bones broken so bad that
you could notfight. Otherwise, youwere Band-aided and aspirined and returned to duty right
away, because there was no way that they could lose you. So if youwere a casudty, tha@ the
way they scored it.

DG: Sotherewerealot of guysfighingwith onearmin asling?

KR:  Oh, yeah, hurt in thejumpsand thingslike tha. We had an awful lot of
casudties. | started onthat before, butwe actudly had about 15 percent casudties from thejump
itself, outof the 2,000 about15 pecent. Thewhole opaation, 25 percent was our casudty rate
which ishigh.

DG: But, actudly, thefact istha alot of those guyswere still there fighting because
they had woundstha would allow them to fight

KR: Tha@right butthey weren® even scored as casudties. So the 15 percent were
eithe dead or bad shgpe So we had 15 percent casudties on thejump and 25 percent casudties
onthemission. So we log afourth of our people, casudties. | don®know exactly how many
were dead, butanyway, when we got back to Menduro, | sat therein my tent and | thought this
iscrap. So | waked ove to B Company where | had some friends oneof which | had gone
throughjump school with, and | said, Hey, you know, we had the crap kicked out of us-- and
they did, too. So | said, Wha(@ the chance of me trangerring over here, and he says, Let me talk
to the sergeant. So hehad a sergeant whois still afriend and who [®n going to see in a couple of
months- Sloughbot Akin from Shadyville, Louisana Fraudulent enlisted when hewas 15
yearsold. A hdl of aguy. |@n dive probaly because of Sloughbot Akin. Theguy had inginas
that were just absolutely fantastic. So | went over to him and | said, Hey, Sloughbot, wha® the
chance of trangferringto B Company? He says, 1t@ al rightwith meif it@ all rightwith them.
So | hudle back to my company and went in to see this Lieutenant Blake, the same ong and he
said -- and |®n sure hewas devastated by all the guysthat they@ log, and | said, Lieutenant, |
said, 1@n down there by myself. | said, I(n notdemolitiontrained. | said, IQe gotsome good
friendsover there a B Company and they need some guys Do you have any objectionsto me
tranderring? He said, No. He said, If they want youtha®@ okay. Andhesigned off andso |
picked up my crap and went over andtherest of the war | was with B Company. Andrightafter
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tha iswhy | went to the hogital, and tha was an interesting thing because | was goingover to
thebattalion howital. | jud felt terrible. | was tuming yellow and loangweight, weaker than a
dog,and| wentin to see this dodtor and the corpaman would say, He@ got atemperature of 103,
sr. Okay, give him some sulphurpills and come back tomorrow. And the corpsman would say,
He(® got atemperature of 103,sir. Okay, some sulphurpills. So | did this for three or four days,
and then onemorning | went down for breakfast and they had sauerkraut for breakfast. Well,
tha did it for breakfast. That didit. And| went over to regiment, first aid. Well, | don®know
wha had preceded me, butit was not pleasant because when | walked in the regiment dodor was
gttingthere. | went alongwith theFirst Battalion dodor tha | had been going to for three or
four days, andthey had obvioudy had some unpleasant words, because | walked in to thetent
and thedodor from regiment looksup and he says, Put him on the planeto the howital.
Hepditis. Andtheother dodor spokeup and said, Aren®you the boy that® been comingin
fromhere? And | turned to him and he says, Y ou stupid son of a bitch, you can®even recognize
a case of hepaitis when you seeit? So they@ obvioudy had wordsbefore. Because the doctor
never said anything. He jug looked at me and said, Hey, put him ontheplane. So they sent me
down, putme ontheplane

L et@ see, okay, so they putme on a plane and they sent me down to Leyteto afield
hogital. Andl wasintherefor 57 days. Because it turned out tha | had amoebic dysentery,
hepaitis, and malaria. So no matter wha they gave me for one it had abad effect onthe other.
So they kept screwing aroundand trying to adjus the medicine, because | was down around148
pounds

DG: Andyou®etal. You@e six-two?

KR: Yeah, and| probably weight 175before, and tha was interesting because | e
always had a hard time when they tried to take blood, you know. And they had thisone
guyE you know you gointo the hoital now, andthey stick it in there once and they leave it
there, and then they changethething. Well, in those days they didn@

DG: Itwasanew needle every time.

KR: Yeah, new needle every time, see. So this guy, hecouldn®have hit theright hole
if hewas givingan enema. | mean, hewas jug terrible. 1 don®know whether he couldn®see
right But, anyway, he@d give me eight attempts on onearm and then the other arm, see. So after
three times aday for aboutthree days, and when he came in | said, Get away from me, you
sonofabitch, and | jumped up onmy bed and started to jump up and down. | told him @ kill
him, and heran out of theward. Andthey were scared of anybodytha had been in comba,
anyway. Mog of theho9ital wasfilled up with rear base people, and anybodythat had beenin
combd, they were automatically afraid of you. And theward was jud quiet ashdl. Andalittle
while later | see anurse, and she peeks in and then a dodor pesksin, and then pretty soonabout
five of them come down togdehe andthey cometo my ward. And hesays, | undestand you
don®like needles. And| said, You®e goddann right| dor®like them. And| said, Look at my
arms, and | said, Tha sonofabitch. And hesays, Holy shit, because hethoughtthat | was, you
know exaggeating.

DG: Makingit up,jug whining.
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KR: Yeah. Andl said, Lookat tha. | said, Tha sonofabitch. So they told him don®
come near me again, and they sent somebody else tha knew what they were doing. But tha was
an unhgpyinddent.

KEN ROMMEL
SECOND INTERVIEW

DG: How longwere you on Corregador?

KR: February the 16" we jumped, and we left March the 2™, so whatever nunbe of days
tha was.

DG: Wasit secured then?

KR: Foral practica purposesit was secured, which isinteresting, too, butfor about
thefirst ten or eleven days, we had amajor firefight. | think | mentioned we would normally get
in afirefightontheway out, and then we would have to fight our way back every night And
also every day up until even thelast day, there was a mgor exploson on Corregidor. After we
left Corregidor, we went back to Mindoro.

DG: Howd@ you get off?

KR:  LCIG, (Landing Craft Infantry) and we ran into a hugestorm-- we would call it a
hurricaneon the East Coast. And | do remember that | was coming down with dysentery and so |
spent mog of my trip onthecan, eithe goingto the can, being onthe can, or off thecan. And
theonethat the soldiers were usng was o filthy -- because of theterrible storm and there was
crap al over theplace, | foundoneup in the Navy pat of the ship which we were not suppod
to go butl foundonetha was relatively clean, and | remember sittingin there jud fat, dumb, and
happy; 1@ findly founda nice place where | could sit and goto the bathroomas | nesded. And
there was ayoungsailor came runningin and it was obvioustha hewas seasick, and then when
he saw me he didn®want to throw up. | guess he didn®want to let the Army know thét the
sailors gotsick, buthe couldn®hold it and hethrew up al over thesink and everything. It was a
hdl of astorm and | heard later where the Navy lost several shipsin that storm.

So we were back in Minduro and when we gotback -- let metell youthethingl found
outtheother day or | heard the other day aboutMindorm. | was talking to my old sergeant, who
we called Sloughbot Akin. He@theonel think | mentioned before. But | talked to him the
other day onthetelephone and when they were onther way to invade Mindoro -- | was notwith
them this time, butthey were onthdr way to invade Mindor, the Japanese appaently thought
they were going to invade[Palauan?]. AndPaauan isan isand somewhere close to there, but |
haven®been able to find it onthe map, butit@ involved right nowin this hodage situation --

Okay, now, Palauan, appaently had alot of Marine prisoneas of war, andthey deptin
caves at night, andin thedaytime they broughtthem out onwork details. So when the Japanese
detected theinvasion going to Mindoro, they thought they were heading for Palauan and they
took all theMarine prisone's and putthem down in the caves and poured gasoline down there
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and set them onfire andkilled mog of them. Andthiswas all jus amistake in Jap intelligence.
But, anyway, after we gat back to Mindoro, | tranderred over to B Company, then | really got
sick. | turned yellow and | log twenty or thirty pounds and so they evacuaed meto theho9ita
on Leyte and | wastherefor fifty-seven days.

While | was there some interesting thingshgppened, but oneof the paients in the hoital
with me was afirst sergeant of an ouffit which was assigned to Leyte. And after we became
goodfriendsand hefoundout tha my brother had been killed and was buried on Laity, he said,
Would | like to govisit him at the cemetery onLeyte. | said, Sure, and hecalled up his ouffit
and had them bring a Jeep and adriver over and took me outto the cemetery so | could see my
brother& grave.

DG: Sodidyoufindoutaboutyour brother from home?

KR: Yes Inaletter frommy father. Andit was abeautiful letter, and theletter
disappeared thesame day that | gotit. To thisday, | donotknowwha hgopened to tha letter.

DG: Oh,tha®toobad.

KR: Yeah. Butl thinkit was probably, agan, youknow, the officer sent you al your
incoming and outgoing mail, and | think tha they didn®want it around-- for morale purposes,
so | think somebodyjug wastold to throw it away. It was a beautiful letter telling me that my
brother had been killed on Leyte, and it@ very important to theintelligence of the Sixth Army.
Thiswas notamgjor problem because there was only onecemetery on Laity, which is now
closed. They closd it years ago and moved it just outsde Manila. Yeah, abig naiond
cemetery-- jug outside Manila. After fifty-seven days | gotdischarged fromthe hoital. | was
suppogd to get outand report to areplacement depot and tha in Army terms whereit jus was a
tracking point and then they would ship you out either to your ouffit or wherever. Andas| was
walking into thereplacement depot, | saw a couple guystha | knew from my regiment and
they®e giving me al kindsof signds. So | get off theroad and go over behind these bushes, and
they said, Don®signin. And| said, Why not? They said, As soonas yousignin you®@e dead
here. They@e puttingyou onwork details. They®e not making any effort to get you back to the
ouffit or anything like tha, and it@ a crummy place, and don®signin. So | said, Wha thehdl
am | goingto do? | mean, | just stepped out of thehowital. And, well, you®e gotto go
somewhere. He said, Oh, there@ an airbase down here. Now, why don®you go down there and
see if you can hoparideback to Negros And so, well, that@ a pretty goodides, so | thurmbed
my way down theroad --

DG: Didyouhaveluggayeor any kind of like sea bag or something like that?

KR: No, no. Whaever | woud have had would have been very frayed.

DG: Soyoujud had fatigueson?

KR: Fatigues, yeah, yeah. Andnoweapon. Tha was all taken away before you gotto

the hospitaL So | thunmbed arideon amilitary truck and he got me off thebase, so | walked in
and told them who | was and what | was tryingto do, and they said, No problem. You might
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have to bearoundhere for acouple days. And| said, Well, tha@ no problem. Andit was tha
point that | realized theair corpslived alot better than theinfantry did because thefood was
much better, all the conditionswere much better. Now, after abouttwo days they woke me up
early in themorning and said, Wee got an observation plane, asmall reconnassance plane
tha@ goingto goupto Negros Andso | gotwhatever stuff | did have and gottogether and
[drew?] up and joined my regiment that was on Negros, and they@e fighting in themountins
right outside of Bacalog.

DG: How had they gotten there, another jump?

KR: Tha was aninvasion by ship, they did notjump onNegros Assoonas| got
there, then | turned into a medical sectionwith part of my regiment, and the dodor says, Oh,
okay, you®e goingto have to rest for awhile until | get some weight back and stuff like that.
Andit® pouiing and we were living in foxholes with just ponchosover us Andso | just gotmy
stuff together, and drew a weapon,when all of a sudden they came running over andthey said,
Okay, everybody saddle up. That was aterm they used for getting reading; we®e going to move
He said a postion had been overrun upin the mountaing and they need some hdp up thereright
now. Andit wasthelongest march that 1@ ever known -- well, 1@ ever had to do. Itwasa
mountain trail, raining, and muddy. | was weaker than adog. | wasusng my rifle asacane
And| though, Man, youknow . . . but, anyway, we were up into the mourtains goingona
mountain trail, after this mortar postion, and, fortunately, stayed there for a couple weeks so |
could get some strength back. We were fightnginthemountins It was very interesting
fighting in the mountainsbecause whoever was thelead unit was actudly doing thefighting, and
then all alongthemountin trail we had kind of outpods, and the outpog would be 500to a
thousand yards apart, and this was to keep thetrail open so tha we could re-supply whoever was
up ontop doing thefighting and al so take the dead out

There were naives tha we had hired to pack alot of our stuff for us and so every day a
boomtrain would start out at the bottom with supdies and thingsand like tha, and they would
work their way up to thetop and then drop the supplies off and then carry the dead and the
woundel back down. But you needed these outpods strategically placed, jud like theold
outpods across the West, here, to keep thetrail open so tha the guysthat were doing thefighting
were not cut off fromtherear. And, now, astheboomtrainsleft onespotto goto thenext, we
would radio back and forth and say, Okay, they®e on their way, so that the oneabovewouldn®
shootthese guyscoming up thetrail, because anybodyon thetrail was sugpect. Andso |l wasin
this pogtion for abouttwo weeks.

Fightingin the mountainswas an interesting thing because you talk aboutbasics because
many of our firefights were over who was going to get water, and we would send out awater
detail every day to get water up in the mourtainsfrom a spring and thingslike tha. Invariably,
we would have afirefightand get people killed jug getting water, so alot of thingslater in my
life -the prope perspective about priorities and what® important and thingslike that. Another
interesting thing was tha while we were fighting up in themountins theNavy was flyingalot
of dive bombing suppot for us and we selected targets for them and they would comein and
dive-bomb them, and we would sit there and watch them and we gotto be pretty goodexperts at
where they would putthebombs And so oneday three or four came in to dive-bomb, and when
the onegot to where hewas suppogd to drop thebombshedidn®dropit. We were watching,
you know, we were saying to ourselves, Hey, drop tha, you know, dropit. Andhepulled upand
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when he pulled thething came off and we knew it was coming right down to usand so we let out
the ld fire in the holdOyell with this thing coming down and the borrb droppe right in the
middle of usand nobodygat hurt. Andtheinteresting thingistha later, after | gotout of the
service, | was daingagirl by thename of Marion Walters, and shewas in high school with me,
and her brother was aformer Navy pilot and while | was over there onenightto pick up Marion,
her brother came in and was talking to me and we started talking aboutthewar and when he
foundout| was with the parachute troops and he said, Were you on Negros by any chance?
Andl said, Yeah. Andhesaid, Were youfighingupin themountins? Andl said, Yeah. And
hesaid, by any chance, did you know or were you anywhere aroundwhere they dropped abomb
onyou? Andl said, Yeah. Andhesaid, Was anybody killed? And| said, No. | said, Nobody
was hurt. Hesaid, | dropped thebomb. | said, You did? Hesaid, Yeah. He said, Thething
stuck and didn®release, and he said as soonas it released, hesaid, | knew it was heading right
into youguys Hesaid, | could never find outwhether anybodywas killed or hurt. He said, |
knew that they were the 503 tha was fighting in themountins | thoughttha was a strange
coinadence.

DG: Oh, my God, yeah.

KR: Butafter we gat fighting in the mountins we came down and then my company
was selected to make thefirst reconnassance parol to theother side of themountin, and so we
had trucks with machine gunsmounted onthem and all tha, and there was oneroad, and we took
thisroad acrossthemountins Now, as we gotanywhere near bridges and thingslike that, we
had to get off thetruck because we didn®know whether the bridges would be mined or set with
explosves, and then we would go across the bridge -- or thetroopswould go across, and then we
would secure a peimeter ontheother side, and then thetruck would come across. Then we
would get back on. But in the meantime, we@ search unde thebridges, to make sure tha the
Japshaven®rigged them with explosves. Andasaresult of tha patrol, we gotover into alittle
town called San Carlos and we were there in San Carlosthen untl theend of thewar. Now,
while we were in San Carlos we were making patrols out of San Carlosand usudly two or three
day parols. We would go out and spend oneor two nights outin thejungle and upin thearea
wherever we would go we would usualy go as aresult of Japsattacking small villages or
something like that, or somebodywould get loos and g& down andtell usaboutit, and then we
would go upthere andtry to find the Japsand get them out of there.

DG: Werethey basicaly tryingto escape? Were youjust kind of chasing them to
groundor something?

KR: Yeah, yeah.
DG: Becausethey knew they weretoast right?

KR: Yeah. Wefourd outlater tha they knew the war was going to end before we did,
and their commanding officer had more or less given them theingructionsthat if you couldn®
get caught then fight But, if youcan, jud evadethisthing. Now, ancther interesting thing here
was written up in my regiment as the Bee Patrol. We were out ona platoonsize parol, and as
we came out of a clearing out of thewoodsand started down a clearing, a Japanese parol came
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outjud the opposte, and we had theimmediate firefight and the Japanese ran back into the
jungles. And so after we got organized, we ordered the scouts in to see wha was hgppening
there and the scouts went onin and | remember it to thisday. They jus came flying out of there
asfast asthey could, yelling Bees! Andwith tha thousndsof bees came out, and so we all ran
and dropped hdf of our equipment for abouta mile down into this stream, andwe all jumped
into thestream. And some of the guyswere stungfairly serioudy and actudly were given the
Purple Heart for this.

DG: Redly?
KR: Yes

DG: Wha were -- the Japanese that were there in themiddle of it?...Y ou@e going to
tell me.

KR: Thenext day, we had to go back up and get our equipment, and so thistime we
took flam throwers with us. Andwe wentin to thewoods and by that time the bees were all
calmed down, but there were tremendousbeehives which we did hit with the flame throwers.

We foundthefirst Jap in there about35 or 40 yards, and the last onewas no more than a hundred
yards and they@ all been stungto desath --

DG: No.

KR: --bybees. Yeah.

DG: Wow.

KR: Yeah.

DG: Wha aterribleway to go.

KR: Yeah. They@ al been stungto death by thebees. Now, | dorn® know whether
thiswas thefirst of the African killer bees or wha, but this was on Negros

Okay, another interesting patrol concerned and airplane | can®remember whether it was
an A-20butit crashed upin themountains | know there were at least two, and possibly were
thethree. | think there was three -- got out of the airplane and they were okay, and they signded
appaently to theothe airplanes tha were accompanying them tha they were okay, and whoever
was running the show up there said, Okay. Get away fromthe airplane because the Japswill
homein onthem. Get away fromit, butkeep it in sight because wed use that as a rescue point.
Then they -- whatever they did, had to call aroundand find outtha here we have a parachute
company, actudly, sitting right close. So we were alerted and we were gangto jump in thereto
get these guysand bringthem out Well, they evaluaed that would probably betoo dangerous
and we were close enoughthat we could get in there with abouta haf a day@ forced march. So
they organized agan areinforced platoon.

| think we had abouta platoon,and off we went early in themorning. Andwe gotup
there aroundthenoonor 1:00, and we foundthe guys and our leader at thetime, our lieutenant
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at thetime was aguy by thename of Bill Foger, and hewas the only platoonleader -- only
section leader tha | had tha survived thewar. Those officers -- they say tha thelife expectancy
of an infantry lieutenant was about15 minutes, and | think that@® probably very close to being
accurate because | log every lieutenant tha was ever over me and usudly within a matter of
minutes, and then your sergeants would end up running everything untl you got replacements,
and then they@ bring the new officers in and then invariably within a very short period of time
they werekilled. Bill Foger wastheonly onethé lasted, and | think it because it was toward
the end of thewar and we weren®gettinginto much heavy stuff. But when we gotup there, we
checked these guysover and | told this when | saw your brother@ book (FEET WET by RADM
P.T. Gillcrist) and saw many of his pictures and hewas wearing boots. And| said at least you
Navy guysknew something tha the Air Force didn®know because they were wearing loafers
and low-cut shoes, so | guess they were goingto be back tha night eating their goodmeal's you
know, and drinking ther scotch tha they used to fly in from Audralia, and al tha, buthere they
were, fat, dumb, and happy. They looked overweight and -- we were lean and hard paratroopers.
Bill Foder told them. He said, Areyou guysokay? Andthey said, Yeah, so hesad, okay.

Now, we want to get out of these mountainsbefore dak. We knowwha hgppensafter dark and
we don®want to be here if we don®have to. So wele going to move out and we expect you to
keep up with us Andwe moved out Andwe wanted to be out of the mountinsby night
because there was a lot of bad thingscould happen at night, you know. And so we were -- well,
they kept onfalling farther and farther back and we@ say, Hey, Bill! And| don®whether it was
because we never stopped or not | would look back and sometimes it was two or three hunded
yardsback to these guys It mug have been scary and nerve-wracking for them to see usfarther
and farther outin front of them. When we got back down and | had the oppotunity later tha day
to see oneof ther feet, and they were bloodymesses. | mean, | realy felt sorry for them because
the shoes tha they had were certainly not shoes tha you® behiking.

DG: Sothey had probably lace up officers shoes -- you know, dress shoes.

KR: Oh, yeah. Yeah, they lookel like they could go to thedance tha night But,
anyway, towardsthe end of thewar, we foundoutlater, tha the Japanese -- and thisis very
interesting, too, -- the Japanese were in radio contact with ustowardstheend of thewar. And
two or three days before thewar ended, they told us tha ther communicationswith Tokyo had
goneout and tha they would take our word for it when thewar was over, and they would nat tell
usthar strength and they would nottell usthe condition of ther troops but they did agree that
they would surrende to four different points, and they would dividether groupinto four equd
pats. Andoneof theplacestha they were going to surrende was in my company sector tha
wasin San Carlos Now company strength at tha time now was down to about62, 63 people.
Thenomal strength of acompany isamog 200, but we were down that low because of
casudties and sicknesses and al that.

Thenighttha thewar endad -- we were camped alonga stream, and there was a cliff on
onesideof thestream and afairly steep cliff onthe other sdewhere wewere. Andthen we had
atrall tha went upto thetop of that where we had a machine gunoutpog up there and a'so our
communication outpod together. Andthen we had a machinegunoutpod up thestream and a
machine outpod down the stream, and that was our night configuration so tha we couldn®be
attacked. Theradio we had was oneof these crank-typeradios and we would go onto the air
five minutes before the hou and stay ontheair until five minutes after the hourin case there was
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any traffic fromregiment. Thenighttha thewar ended | was assigned up there, and the officer
told me tha if we gottheword tha thewar was over to fire aburst of machinegunfire tracers
right over the guysinto the bank across the stream and then they would know. Well, about
midnight we cranked it up and they told ustha thewar had ended. However, right before tha
we heard voices up there that made usfeel pretty confident tha there was a Japanese parol. And
so | thought if we fire tha machinegunand all these guysgo out and start to celebrate, and
there@ Japanese up here, we could lose alot of guys, youknow. So we jug ignored thething,
and the next morning when they came down and | went in and wokethe officer, and told him
tha thewar was over.

Now, we still had to go on patrols. Our intelligence had estimated the strength of the
Japanese having no more than 500 They thoughtthere@ be no more than 500, and they thought
they would be pretty weak because we had cut off thar supplies from Japan monthsbefore, so
they had noway of resupply, thought the weaponswould bein bad shape, stuff like tha. We jug
thoughttha they would bein very bad shgpe We sent them word of thesurrende and they said,
Okay, they were going to send thegroupdown. But we went up. We had onetruck. We went
up to the base of thetrail coming down, which they were suppo®d to come down, 3,000 of
them!

DG: Andtherewere 60 of you?!

KR: Yeah. Threethousnd of them came marching outof tha mountin. We thought
thewhole Japanese army was surrendaingto us And it@ a goodthing that they have the
emperor and al tha crap. But, anyway, we gotontheradio rightaway and said, Hey, there®
somethingwrong. We foundoutthere were 3,000surrendeing in four different places, so there
was actudly 12,000troopsleft ontha idand, andthey werein relatively goodcondiion. It was
amazing how the Japanese could live off theland. Y ou know, they only lived onabow of rice a
day and thingslike that. So when we saw them come down, that many, we@ grab therifle off of
oneand throw it and then we would point, and they@ all come by and they@ throw ther crap
wherever we pointed. And then we took the very weak and put them into thetruck, and then we
marched therest of them back to thelittle town of San Carloswhere we were, and we had afield
set up which was hardly adequae, didn®have any fence aroundit for a couple days. The
Japanese dl did wha they were suppo®d to do. It was amazing because then we then became, |
guess, their emperor.

DG: Wereyouafraid? | mean, you didn®knowthat for awhile, though Were you
afraid when you saw all these Japanese?

KR: Absolutely. But whenwe gotall theweaponsaround and when we gotthem into
this field and our officers assured ustha they@ beno problem. You know? They had
surrendered and thingslike tha. It was very interesting to see the Japanese -- we had
tremendousrespect for them as fighters and soldiers. But it was interesting to see the difference
between the average Japanese soldier and the average American soldier. For example, when we
gottents, we had these big squad tents, and we had them ontheback of trucks, and thetrucks
would go alongand they would kick off thisbdl of canvas every so many yards

DG: Wasthisfor the Japanese?
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KR: TheJapanese, tha@right Andthen wewould tell them to putthetentsup. And
it would be so funnytha we would berolling onthe groundlaughing. Thar answer to
everything is sahito, which meant more men, more men. If they wanted to move anything at all,
they wanted more men, more men. Thisistheway they did things They tried to putthese tents
up, and they didn®have any idea. And aswe say, the average American would look at this thing
for jug afew minutes and figure out some way to puttha tentup. NottheJapanese. The
Japanese -- thiswas in the hot, tropical sun -- they would have forty or fifty unde the canvas and
all youwould see were these headsbobbing arourd and al theyelling back and forth. As| say,
we@ belaughing so had we . . . andthey were trying to putup thetent fromtheindde, and it
wasjug -- and come out and they@ be a puddk of sweat. So funnyafter watching this exercise
for awhile wefindly laid down atent, putthetwo polesin it, gotacouple guys pulled thething
up, and they acted like we were miracle people. And this was the same for everyone

Another thing, we had burial details everyday because some that were sick were dying,
and we had othe detalls everyday. Now, by Geneva Convention, which we followed -- the
Japanese did not follow because they never were signaoriesto it -- but Geneva Convention the
officers are immediately separated from enlisted men, and officers are nat alowed to work - for
an officer to work, to domanud labor. Tha@ the Geneva Convention -- butthe enlisted men
you can work. So we would have al the enlisted men, and the officers would be a separate
thing. So all thework details were enlisted men. You@ have aburia detail, or whatever you
had, and there(@ befifteen Japsassignel to thething, and so you@ linethem up and then you@
countand point to each so they knew we were counting them and then youd call oneof them
out, and you@ tell him doit. Andyou@ say, How many? Andhe@ go pointing and countingin
Japanese. Then we@ say, Okay you®e in charge He would bejug aregular budk private or
something. Assoonasyou puthim in charge, hewas an arm of theemperor. And hewould be
dapping the other guysaround. | mean, the corporal punishment was jus a commonthingin the
Japanese army. And we would go outand bury whoever we were going to bury, and then when
wele getting ready to come back, he@ come up and say, Two missing. We@ yell, Go find them.
And he@ dash out and they@ find them sleeping unde a tree somewhere, bring them back in,
stand them at attention, beat theliving hdl out of them, and knowing that thenext day hewas
notgoing to bein chage Andthey all tookthis. It was ablutely amazing.

DG: Sotherewerenoreprisals by the othe Japs?

KR: Noreprisalsto my knowedge It was-- it was theway of life --

DG: Tha@amazing.

KR: IntheJapanese army. They are very brutal people, and it was jug away of life.
So after we gotthem squared away, we got moved to Dumighéti, and this was a coastal town,
and then we were derted to gointo Japan. Andwe boaded ships pretty soon.

DG: SotheJapanese prisonaswere still at tha camp?

KR: Yeah, butby tha time new people would take care of that. Y ou also asked me
when we gotto Corregidor, there was onebattalion of infantry -- | think it was the 32™ infantry -
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- and they were left there to do any of thelast mopping up of Corregidor which was very much,
you know -- butthere were several other of theidandsright aroundCorregidor tha were a'so
pat of thefort complex, andthey had to clean them up. So, now, yeah, and theprisonaswere
still there when we left. We were ordered up to Dumigheiti, and we stayed up at Dumigheiti for
a short period of time and then we boaded shipsfor Japan. Andtha was interesting because on
theNavy ships they gave usJdllo fivetimesaday. We had aregular Jell-O call, and you had to
lineup and they gave you a big bowl of Jell-O, and this was suppo<d to thicken our blood
because we were going from the Tropics, north. We were going up to a place which was a ski
resort or aski town, yeah. Andwe landed in Japan in a place called Send.i.

DG: If youwere goingnorth, maybeit was a northern port, do you think?

KR: Welandd at aplace called Sendi, north of Tokyoand Yokohana. Andthen we -
- | think we went by train to Moriota, and we took over an army podg tha was still intact. And
tha was interesting because agan we saw theway they treated their own people. Since we had
Japanese workers working for usrightfrom day one, we had Japanese police on the gaes, and
they were suppo®d to handle the Japanese. Well, after a couple days-- and we had al kindsof
speciaty items by this time, cansof peanuts and thingsbecause the PX had started. Soif a
Japanese did areal goodjob for you, cleaned up your place, why, we@ give them a can of
peanuts or something. Andyouwould leave at 4:00 o@lodk, or whatever thetime was. At 4:30
there@ be aboom boom boom boom boomon your door, and you@ open thedoa and there
would be two Japanese policemen with theguy tha you@ given the peanutsto. He was abloody
mess, and they were bowing and they were handing you back the peanuts. The cop thoughttha
he had stolen them.

DG: Sure. Assumingtha hehad stolen them.

KR: | mean, tha@thetype of people they were. So from then onwe learned if we
were going to give them anything, we walked down to the gate with them and then gave themin
front of thepolice. Youknow, in any other place we would be consdered theenemy. But |
guess thetitles changed immediately tha we were, you know, servants of the emperor.

| had agymnasiumtha | wasin chageof and every day | had awork detail. Yougotup
in themorning, and they@ have all the Japanese lined up, and they@ be holding a sign that
would say, Gym 1 or Gym 2, who are this and tha, and then you@ motion them, and they would
come and work all day for youinthegym. And they actudly replaced my floor, thegymfloor.
And, they used nolevels. A carpenter carried alittle bag that had amallet init, asaw tha had a
roughcut ononesideand ontheothe side and | think oneor two other tools, and they built the
mog beautiful floor in there you®e ever seen - leveled everything by ther eye. They built
houss, they only used onenal, tha was for thelast piece. Everything else was notched and
fitted. They were amazing carpentersfor thelittle bag of stuff tha they had. But| think did the
notching because they probably didn® have any nalsleft in Japan. Butjugt like aset or kit that
you would buy, they put thingstogether.

Now, onething| forgat to mention. When thewar ended and we were on Negros they
dissolved the 503, and we were all assigned to the 511", which is part of the 11" Airbome
Divison. Andthe 11" AirbomeDivision and the1* Calvary Division were thefirst two
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occupdion troopsinto Japan. And MacArthur wanted the Airborne because for some reason we
weretaller, than theregular Army averagewas. And hewanted to impress the Japanese with our
size. MacArthur@ HonorGuard were all over six feet tall. He wanted the Japanese to figure that
they had been defeated by aland of giants because it would ease their . . . you know, save face,
or something like th.

After thewar | was up there for afew monthsand then came back on atroop ship back to
Californiaand atrooptrain back to Indian Town Gap and was discharged on March the 15",

KR: | wasdischarged back in Penngylvania, Indian Town Gap, Penng/lvania, which
was sixty miles north of Philaddphiawhere my family was.

DG: | readtha book-- | haveit over there DCorregador, The Rock Force, | knowyou
read it. There was onesort of find exploson onthetail end of tha idand.

KR: Tha@right

DG: With awhole bund of people ontop with tanksand hdftracks and everything.
What do you know aboutthat?

KR: Wall, | know| wasn®there, which | was very happy about
DG: Didtha hagpen whileyou were still ontheisand though?
KR:  Oh, absolutely.

DG: Soyouwerejud further upthetop of theidand?

KR: Wewereupat thetop. Up untl tha point, my -- the bataliontha | was assignel
to, the 2" batalion, had by far themog casudties, and we did mogt of the heavy fighting on the
isand. When they started to clean outthetail of theisland, because the second batalion had
taken such a besating, they left usup ontop to do the cleaning up, mopping up. Duringthe
mopping up is when we got trapped there and had to betaken off by theboas. But they took 1%
battalion and the 3 battalion down to thetail to assist the 32™ infantry battalion tha was there
who had come in by land and to clean up that port. Theae were two mgor explosonsdown
there. Onewas Mdlittatunnd, an exploson somehow got set off, and the secondwas right down
in an area called Monkey Point, and tha one pat of the 1% battalion was sitting right up on top
of this Monkey Point when the Japanese either purposly or by amass suicide or whaever, set
this major, massive explogon, and buried a goodportion of the 1% batalion, and so at tha time
ther casudties then became equd with the 2™ batalion - us who had been doing most of the
fighting. This explosonwas so great tha it took boulders amog the size of Volkswagensand
putthem outon destroyers tha were sitting hdf amile out Andthey came crashing down. We
had alot of casudties. Tha@why | say | don®know how many Japanese died. They need
figures tha youwill never know exactly how many Japanese were killed on Corregidor, because
| don®think anybodyknows, really to this day, how many people were actudly there. But, tha
was probably thelast major explosve. | knowtheday we left | was hoping and prayingthat |
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would jugt get off thisthing before it blew up because | was convinced tha tha whole island was
jug going up like tha andwe@ all sink. It wasjug amazing.

DG: | had another question aboutan earlier thing, jus going back. TheC-47,you
jumped and practiced fromthe C-47, and then onecomba jump. Wha was that planelike?

KR: Theewasonly onedoor. Thedoa was ontheright sidelooking fromthefront
totheback. Andit wasintherear pat of thearcraft. Andso when youlined up, you had al the
guyswho were going to jump, you had them lined up fromthedoa forward. Andyouhad a
cable tha was running down thelength of theairplane, and you had a static linewith ahookon
it, and you would stand up and hookonto that cable. Andthen asyouwere getting ready to
jump, and when you did jump, you were turning and you would go out at such a speed that the
last guy out was almogt at a dead run when hehit that door. That@ howfast it would go, yeah.
Youd al belined up right next to each other, and then once they tapped tha first guy out, whew,
it jug went like tha. Andyouwent up to thedoa, shovel tha thing forward, and went out of
thedoor. Theoretically youtookaquater turn to theleft, and you gotinto a postionlike that.

Andthen the propdler blast would theoretically turn you the second quater to where you
were now facing therear of theairplane, and then you would drop jus longenoughfor that static
lineto pull your chute out and break off, and then the power would popthe chute open. Now,
later when they started to jump out of the C-46, then they had two doors, they were on each side
of theairplane andthen later than tha they started to jump outthe back of theairplanewhere
they could lower thewhole thing and run out The C-47 would hold about30 guys

DG: | was curiousaboutin Europe-- and maybe| asked youthis. If | did, tell me, but
in Europethe guyswould get a break and they(@ be able to goto acity because there were cities
and townsand innsand bars and everything. Throughthe Pacific there wasn®anything.

KR: No. Wehad nothing until we gotto thePhilippines. Or even the Philippines.
When we were fighting, Bacalog was arelatively small city. San Carloswas very small. There
weren@any bars or anything like that. Dumighéti again was very small.

DG: Soyouguysexpeienced acompletely different celebration part of getting
furloughsor whaever, than they did in Europe

KR:  Yes. No celebration nogirls. Nogirlsat al, from thetime we went to New
Guineauntl thetime we gotto Japan. Now, I®n sure tha some of theguys rear base guystha
were not paratroope's had it different. But we were always isolated outinto an area.

DG: Andyouwerefighting, youwere awaysin comba.

KR: Yeah, we were alwaysin combd, always in an area where we could bethrown
into comba very quickly. Yeah.

DG: Wha did you dowhen you gotback to your hometown? Did they actudly
formally muder you outthere or wasit jug kind of a dae tha they set?
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KR:  Weéll, at Indiantown Gap. Y ou went throughall the procedures, signed dl the
papes, andthey gave you your medds -- ribbons They didn® have medds for usat that time,
butyougotall your ribbonsand then later yougotthemedds. And, yeah, you suited and | eft.

DG: Andthen youleft with your sea bag or whaever, we used to call it. 1t@ aduffel
bag, | guess.

KR: Yeah.
DG: Full of youruniforms and boots and all tha kind of stuff.
KR: Tha@right

DG: Had youbroughthome any souvenirs or did you -- some people broughthome
Luga@from Europeand whanot That was probebly not allowed, was it?

KR: | had a.38 snub-nose, which | carried in ashoulder holster that | boughtfrom
another paratroope who was leaving, and | don®know why he was leaving because the war
wasn®over. But, anyway, | brougtt that. But | didn®bring any Japanese thingslike tha home
withmeat al. | wasn®in the souvenir busness. | remember some guyswere like vultures after
they killed Japanese. | wasn@onethat was like that. If | could have gotten my hand on oneof
thar big swords | would have goten it because, one | knew the value of some of those swords
paticularly officersOswords I | could have gotahold of oneof those and figured outhow to
get it home, | probably would have latched onto it. But | didn®take any of the weaponsor
anything like tha.

DG: Can youthink of anything else tha we haven®covered?

KR:  Youknow, yougothroughall thetraining and stuff like tha, and up untl the
time when you@e actudly alerted to gointo comba, you rightaway try to seek out somebody
tha has been in combat and ask them, you know, How do you stay aive? All thetraining,you
very seldommeet anybodywho@ ever been in comba. And onething | did find out that -- and
it@ an interesting thing -- that the same people always seem to come out of combat. The new
guys always seem to betheonestha get killed. And| think there was something to thething
when MacArthur was againg rotating because he said that you@ berotating all the people that
know how to fight withoutgettingkilled. But, anyway, you would ask somebodytha had been
in comba, and you@ say, Y ou know, wha shdl | do? Andtheonly thing they ever said was,
Keep your head down. Which was goodadvice, but it doesn®hep you very much. But youfind
outlater when you®ein combat that it makes a lot of sense to keep your head down, but combat
is nothing like themovies. Comba is organized chaos, at the best. Mog of thetime you dorn®
have any ideawha the hdl is happening, wha( going on. Y ou@e stuck somewhere, youde
being shotat. Youdon®knowwith any certainty where they®e even shooingfrom. Youknow
that your guysare getting hit. There@ noneof this crap in the movie where the heroes are out
and somebody®going to shootthe hero, and his buddy turns aroundand shoots him and he goes
like that, you know. Doesn®happen. Becauseit® a confusng thing and it@ amazing thet it
works aswell asit does because | think now when | went to the 82" Airbomelast year, they
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were al individudly hookel with communicationsand stuff like that, and | guess tha®@fine, as
long as the communicationsdoesn®go out But our radiosdidn® even work hdf thetime. Our
radio could beold style. We worked alotwith hand signds but, still, itG chaos But | did learn
severa things which | then told people when they asked me. And 1@ say, Well, for onething,
keep your eye onthe BAR team. Now, the BAR isa Browning Automatic Rifle, andthere are
several thingsinteresting aboutthe BAR. First of all, for aweaponit had avery distinctive
sound. There was nothing in the Japanese army tha soundel like aBAR. Andthiswas
important because many times patrols would crossinto each other@ sectors by mistake, and
you@ get into afirefightwith your own guys And so thefirst thingwe tried to get into action
was the BAR, and as soonas we heard thar BAR, you@ start to yell back and forth, Hey, who
areyou and all tha, youknow. Sothe BAR was agoodthing. ButthesecondthingistheBAR
team, which was aways a two-man team, were probably the mog experienced guysin the squad,
and they were experts at picking outa goodplace to lay down afield of fire with areasonale
amountof cover. Butthey aso knew tha they were a deadly weaponand tha as soonas they
started to lay down any fire, this would go for amachine gun,too, tha the Japswould
immediately try to get somebodyin postionto knock tha weaponout So theBAR guys they
would fire three or four magazines and then they@ get the hdl out of there. They@ change
postion. And, invariably, youwould see some neophyie say, Oh, tha@ a goodspot, and runin
there and then get shotin the head by the sniper that they had worked there way into. So | said,
Make sure you know where your BAR team is and where your machine gunsare, and then don®
gojumpingin thererightafter they pull out, because tha@ going to bethehorne@ nest. And
another thing, if you®e on ajungle trail or any place where aguy gets hit by a sniper, don®just
run outto wheretheguy gat hit because the Japanese were very great for picking outonespot
tha they could aim and shootat and maintain their cover. Andthey may sit there all day long
watching guysgo back andforth, waiting for someoneto hit tha onespot But once they hit it
they were dead. Andif youranrightoutto the same spotto give hdp, then youwere goingto
get hit, too. So thethingistha any time a guy got hit by a sniper, you@d start the search right
away to try to find outwhere is the sniper shooting from, and concentrate ontha. Let the
medics handle theguy, but you find the sniper first. Outside of tha you just say, Try to pay
attention to wha@ going on aroundyou because it@& hard to know wha@ going on many times.

DG: They cal it thefog of war, don®they? | think tha® a pretty gooddescription.
KR: 1@ never heard tha term, but--

DG: Oh,youhaven®
KR: Yeah.

DG: 1Qeheardit over andover. Itillugratesjust howyou just don®know wha@
goingon, jug abund of noise andit@ scary as hdl --

KR: Yeah. Guysare getting hit aroundyou, and you wait until youusudly see
somebody®boggel down. Tha@®@ what starts thewhole thing off. Y ou®@e onapatrol or
something and all of a sudden somebody draws fire, and then you®e gotto try to figure out
where they are and what you@e going to do then to get them. And, as| say, it@ noneof this
movie stuff because it@ notlike tha.
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DG: Wha madethe BAR adistindive sound? Wasn®that a .30 caliber?

KR: Itwasa.30cdibe andit wasamagazine-fed. It had a20-roundmagazine
DG: Butwasn®theM-1 .30 caliber also?

KR: Yes

DG: Wasit thesameround?

KR: Thesameround,butthe BAR was a heavier weapon and it was gas-opeated to
where thebullet gaing outwas similar to the M-1 and it would create the gas tha would recoil
theweapon. But theweaponwas heavier, so when it recoiled it had athunptoit. It had this
very distinctive thump, and the action was thething driving the bullet forward, and it stood out
because as soonas they opened up with aBAR you knew it. It jus had avery distinctive sound.

The subject changel to what happened when Ken went to college immediately following
discharge at Gettysburg Collegeonthe Gl Bill. | induded this part because Ken haddecided to
stay onin the Army after graduaton.

KR: TherewastheC program because | was already a veteran, they tookmein thelast
two years rather than thefirst two years, so | was actudly commissioned at theend of my
sophonore year. Then at between my junior and my senior year, the head of the-- thecolond. |
can®remember his name, buthewas in charge of the Military Science Department -- he worked
outsome kind of adeal down to Fort Benning to the Infantry School and was part of the Officers
Basic Force, and tha was for commissione officers. It was an advanced course for
commissiondd officers, andif | recall they were training you to get upto abatalion or regiment
size opaation. While | wasthere, a the end of thethree months the variousdepartments, if they
wanted to could offer you abid to stay and be part of thar staff, which was the élite of the
infantry, and | was fortunae enoughto get two bids, onefrom the Defense section and onefrom
the Attack section, and | turned them both down because | still had oneyear to goto collegeand
| wanted to -- since | @ gonethroughthis far, to finish up. Exactly, because the Korean War had
jug started while | think tha | was probably there for the summer.

DG: Sotha®like 30 or @9 or something?

KR: About1950,yeah. Now, thisworked in my favor because when | got back to
Gettysburg the senior year, | was kind of fish and fowl. | was still astudent, asfar asthecollege
was concerned, butthe ROTC department consdered me pat of the staff and actudly assigned
teaching assgnmentsto me. But mainly it was good because Gettysburg being so close to
Washington, and having thefamousbatlefield there, they were always stuck with visiting
dignitaries that would bein Washington for onereason or another, and then they would make a
trip for them to Gettysburg. And as aresult of this, | became somewhat of an expert onthe
Battle of Gettysburg because they would assign me to go out and bethe escort officer. Well, the
guy tha would bring them up, his name was Tilburg, you know, |® never forget tha, and hewas
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with the Nationd Park Service and hewas the expert on the Battle of Gettysburg. Andso |
would meet thebuswhen it came in, andthen | would g&t onthe busand introdue myself and
welcome them to Gettysburg College and then we would tour the batlefield. So | would hear
Tilburg®@ spiel three, four, fivetimes ayear. He knew every bullet that was fired. Theguy was
really something. Andthen | would take them all to lundh, and the Military Science department,
obvioudy, would reimburse me. But | would doall tha and then send them onther way again,
so tha was a pretty gooddeal because that would get me out of the classes.

| was actudly going to make themilitary my career. | had gotten the highest military
award in college thedistinguished whaever it was which gave you, an extra privilege
Appaently when Marshdl was the Chief of Staff, hewas, to my knowedge thefirst Chief of
Staff that had notgoneto West Point. | think hewent to Virginia Military Ingitute. But hehad
seen -- at least hehad percelved throughhis career tha the West Pointers were always promoted
ove other officers, and so hecalled it the West Point Protective Agency. Andwhen he became
Chief of Staff he made a determinaion to break that up, and so when you gota commission, a
regular Army commission, which minewas, by theway, because of tha distinguished award
thing | got -- if | had goneonto active duty | would then be assigned a West Point runnng mate
who had the same dae of commissiontha | had, and the purpose being tha they could promote
the West Pointer, butthey had to put something in your file why they did not promote you, tha
you had to beconsdered. Andso | -- havingthisprivilege | was goingto makethe Army a
career. | wasgoingto goback. | liketheArmy and | enjoyed it and| was going to go back.
Tha changead towardsabout Christmas of my find year. Severa thingshgopened, butoneis one
of theguystha | was living in the same hous with wrote aterm pape ontheFBI, and| read the
pape and | was pretty impressed. Andduringtha Christmas | went down and visited the FBI
office to see whether they wererecruiting. Andthey were, and so | started the pgperwork, and as
soonas| graduaed | received my ordersto goto the FBI.

DG: WastheFBI trainingthing at Quantico at that point?

KR:  Yes Yes.

DG: Sother reationship with Quantico goes way back, huh?

KR: Yes. Now, at that time theonly training that the FBI did at Quantico was the
firearmstraining. All the other training you had up at Washington, and so we were going back
andforth al thetime, depending onwhat yourtrainingwas. And then eventudly they built the
FBI Academy at Quantico, and then they didn®spend any time in Washington anymore.

DG: Waédll, let meask you. Isthere anything else? | know your kidswant this to have
some stuff onthe FBI, butwe probably oughtto have some firewall in between. Soisthere
anything else aboutthe World War 11 Army part that we failed to cover that you can remember?

KR:  Mm-hm. | think that weQve covered pretty much everything.

DG: Do youhave anythingto editorialize or jus have it speak for itself?
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KR: Haveit spesk foritself.
DG: Good.l thinkit speaks well for itself, by theway.

KR: Yeah, I@ jud liketo say tha | couldn® have been in combat with a better bundh
of guysthan | was with.

DG: Oh,tha®nice

KR: | paachuted with the Regimental Comba Team. They were pros It was, to my
knowledge thefirst parachute regiment ever formed, and it gave atremendousaccountfor itself
in World War I1. They were toughe than nals and then aboutas gooda bund of guysthat you
could ever bearoundwith, and | realize it was the same way when | went back last year for my
first reunionwith them. They®e still abund of -- and | was surprised at the nurber of
successes that were there. TheyQ@e donevery, very well for abund of tough,rough
paatroopes.

DG: Now, you@e goingto govisit Corregidor later thisyear, right?

***K R: In February. [t@ beat the same time we madethejump, yeah. And |®n
goingto areunion back at Biloxi in September, of thegroup. But then weQe planning atrip to
thePhilippines. WeQre aready been invited to the President@@ mangon, and it should beareal
great trip.

DG: Oh,yesh. Well, I®n glad we had the oppotunity to do this and goodluck on that.
And maybe we can add a little epilogueto this tape when you get back from your thing.

KR: Yeah.

DG: Thanksfor doingthis.

KR:  Oh. Thank youfor doingthis.
+** K en Rommel G trip to Biloxi for thereunion of the 503 was cancelled dueto the attacks on
9-11-01. Also thetrip back to the Philippianswas cancelled.
Author@ Note: Several monthsfollowing thisinterview Ked suffered a stroke which, among

other things hada dire effect uponhis ability to speak, read andwrite. Heis, unde standably,
quite happywe hadthechance to get thisall down.
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